608 Squadron -1930's

608 Squadron were formed at Tl’rornaby on | 7tl1 Marclw 19%0 as 608 Count3 of Yor‘c

(North Riding) Bombcr 5quadron. The strcngt]w of the unit on formation was one Officer -
Flight ieutenant C.1 . Falconer - and eleven airmen, with Squadron | eader William [Howard

Davies being aPPointed to command the squac‘]ron from 28th April 1930.

T he new unit bcgan recruiting from the local area, although some came from much further afield.
The first aircraft of the unit, an Avro 504\ was allotted on 7t]1 Mag 1930, but owing to the lack
of accommodation was cht at RA]: Catterick until the first hangar at Thomabg had been

complctccl on 24th Julg 19%0. T he other aircraft used bg 608 around this time was the

Wcst]and Wal:)iti Light Bombcr and, a]thougl—r no dates are givenin the oPcrations record books,
thcg ccrtainlg had them bg 19%1 as evidenced in Photographs from that year.

During the summer months service training was restricted to cross~country ﬂig]—lts as no Pilot had
yet received their wings. Thc squadron commenced it's first annual training camp in 1931, but
owing to the size of the unit the camp was held at their home basc, and lasted from 9th Ju|3 to
22nd Julg 1931. As much ﬁging training as Possiblc was carried out as far as weather conditions
Pcrmittcd. During camp Filot Officers Shaw, Thompson and Wilson sat for their wings
examination and all three Passcd having attained a high standard.

Occasiona"3 other squadrons would visit 608 at Thornabg. A ﬂig]'it of 4 Bu"dogs of No. 19
(Fightcr) 5quadron for cxamplc, arrived to carry out a weeks? affiliation with the squadron on 9th
APril 19%2. Annual camp was to be held between 6th and 20th August at RA}: Manston.

T]'lc Squadron command c['langcd on 20th Fcbruarg 1933 when 5quadron Lcadcr W Howard
Davies rcsigncd his commission in the Auxiliary Air ]:orcc and ﬂying Officer|.W.H Thompson
was Promotccl to the rank of Squadron Lcadcr and aPPointcd to command the squadron with
effect from the same date. T he 5quadron continued its recruiting and 133 the time their summer
camp at RA]: Manston came around in August 19%%, the squadron had grownto 12 Auxiliarg

officers, 89 auxiliarg airmen, 2 rcgular Officers and 41 rcgular airmen.

Bg 26th Mag 19%4, the 5quaclron had an establishment of 9 Westland WaPiti's and 3 Avro
504N's, some of which took part in the very first 'Empirc Air Dag' at Thomaby on 26th Mag
19%4. T his was also the month in which 608 were annoying their ncighbours in Millbank | ane with
revolver and machine gun Practicc. Annual camp was again held at RAT Manston between 1 1th
and 25th August with 11 OFFiccrs and 10% airmen. During ScPtcmbcr the squac]ron were
hclping }:]ight Licutcnant Shaw in his Prcparations forthe MacRobertson (Lonclon to



Melbourne) AirRace from RAF Mildenhall in October. UHFortunatcig, he was forced out of
the race when his British Klemm E_ag]c's undcrcarn'agc was bac”y ciamagc:ci at Busi’nirc:, lraq.

During 19%5 more affiliation work was carried out, this time with 32 5ciuaciron and their Eristo]
Bu“dogs. From 1stto 7th Juig the Kogal Review was held at RAF Mildenhall where four of 608
Squadron‘s Wapiti’s were to take part. The Pilots attcnding were, the 608 Commanciing Officer
(sincc Dcccmbcr I 954’) Squaciron Lcadc:r GH Aml::lcr, and Oﬁiccrs, Ncwhousc, Gamct’c,
Watt and Vaux. Annual camp was held at RA]: Manston between 10th and 24th August. Baci
weather Prcvcntcd most of 608's aircraft from rc:turning on the 24th and onig two 504's and two
Wapiti‘s returned, the rest returned on the 25th.

The 22nd Mag 19%6 saw the aPPointmcnt of Viscount Swinton CBE_, MC, the Sccrctarg
of State for Air, as the Honorary Air Commodore of the squaciron. Annual camp was held at
RAF Tangmcrc between 16th and 30th August and was attended by 1o auxiliarg Officers and
118 auxiliarg airmen, 2 Ogiccrs and 29 rcguiar airmen and, for the first time the squadron band
attended.

19%7 brought ci—iangcs for 608 when the Air Ministry rcdcsignatcd them from a bomber squadron
toa i:ightcr squadron and ti'lcg were renamed 608 (North Kiciing) f:ightcr 5quadron. Ti’lcg re~
cquiPPcci with [Hawker Demon f:igi'ltcr's on 14th Januarg 1937 and, aftera Pcrioci of training,
flew as a f:ightcr 5quadron in number 12 (f:ightcr) G"OUP from 5th Maﬂ.

On the 1 5ti1 August the squaciron Procccdcci to Kamsgatc Airport to carry out their annual
training and on the 20th the squaciron were insPcctcd bg their honorarg AOC, Viscount
Swinton, CBE, M.C. On the 29th thcy returned to Ti‘lornabg on conclusion of their

training,

On 29th Januarg 1938, Air Commodore Lcigi'!—Ma"ory, AOC 12 (}:igi'itcr) GrouP visited
the sciuadron at weekend camp at Ti‘iornabg and Prcscntcd them with their new crest, a Fa]con‘s
]cg with a Jcss and bell. Over the next few month A, B and C Fligi'its held rcguiar weekend
camps on the station and, aithough the weather was bad, the squaciron took part in E_mPirc Air
Day which was held on the 28th May. On 14th August the squadron Procccdcci to No. 6 Air
Training Schooi, KA]: Warmwell for 15 dags annual training, The unit comPriscci of, 16

Officers and 134 N.C.O.'s and airmen (Auxiliarg), 2 Oi:Ficcrs and 40 NCO'S (chular).

On 21st Octobcr, a farewell dance was held for their Commanding Oiq:iccr, Squaciron Lcacicr
G.H. Amblcr, who left to take up command of 609 (West Kiciing) Squaciron, he was rcPIaccci bg
Squaciron Lcacicr G 5i1aw.

Thc Squac]ron transferred from No. i2 (Fightcr) Grou]:: to t8 (chonnaissancc) Grou]:: of
Coastal Commanc] on 20th March 1939 and rc]::laccci their Hawiccr Dcmons i:orAvro Ansons.



By the end of Marc}'l, the strcngth of the unit was 19 OFFiccrs and 1 85 other ranks. Thc unit
continued to receive aPP]ications for enlistment and 133 the end oFApn'l it consisted of 2.1
Officers and 234 other ranks.

The squadron took part n E_mPire Air Dag on 20 Mag, and this would turn out to be the very
last E_mPirc Air Dag. Fo“owing the war RAF disp]ags would be known as Battle of Britain
chk displags and were held annua"g on the nearest Saturdag to the 1 5 Scptcmbc:r. Bg the
3ist Julg 19%9 the squadron consisted of 24 O{:Ficcrs and 278 other ranks. On the 12th
August the squadron moved to their final camp before the war, again at No.é AirTraining
5chool, RAF Warmwc” fori15s dags training. |t was at this camp on the 23rd August at 16.00
hours that the squadron received a signal which gave them 1 hours’ notice to return to Thomaby.
Bﬂ 19.00 hours the first 10 Ansons were taking off. Call up notices were now bcing issued at
T]—iornabg and the squadron were embodied into the RAJ for full time duties. T he camp which
was cut short at Warmwc", continued from 24th to 28th at Thornabg, whilst embodiment

continued.

]:u” mobilisation of the squadron followed on 1 5cPtcmbcr 19%9.

608 Squadron bcgan the war ol:acrating the Avro Anson on convoy escort and anti-submarine

Patrols over the North Sca. Onc of the squaclrons first duties was to take colour Photograp[ws
of the camouﬂagc Paint at the ]C] Plant in and around Bi"ingl—iam, as a result of which it was

decided that the camoumqagc was too brig]—nt and needed to be toned down. Thc squadron's first
wartime 'oPcrational' sortic was on 2 1st Scptcmbcr when thcg were tasked with Photographing

']ii«:ly targets/, although no mention is given as to what these targets actua"g were.

On 27th October 1939 tragcdy struck the squadron when Anson N5204 was misidentified as
an enemy aircraft and was shot down near the [Jumber Lightship by a [Hawker Hurricane from
RAF Digbg, On board the Anson were, Flight | ieutenant (Gamett (missing believed killcd)
Acting Fi]ot Officer Baird (missing believed lci"cc]) and Corporal‘s Wilson and Smith who were
Picl(cd up by HM.S. Gangcs. Sadly, CorPoral Wilson later died from his irjurics. Fo"owing
this accident instructions were received from Air Ministry that all RAF aircraft roundels were to
be rcpaintcd and undcrcam’agcs were to be left down whilst ﬂying near to 5hiPPing so as to make

them more identifiable.



