Historg of 608 Squadron - 1950's - b&] Craig Willis
608 Squadron continued with their training on the SPit{:irc into the ear]y 1950's.

Oni2 APriI 1950, the squadron received their Firstjct aircraft, a Gloster Meteor T .7.
two-~seater trainer. by the end of the month, thcy had received their second Meteor | .7.
On the 23rd of APril the squaclron were visited by the Secretarg of State for Aiir, the
Kight Honourablc Mr. Arthur chdcrson, KC, MF, who addressed the squadron and
thanked them for their escort of six 5Pitpircs. He concluded that he was Plcascd by his
visit and thought that Thornabg was a very haPPy station.

608 received the first of their Vampircs on the 4th of May 1950 and, on the 7th,
Squadron [_eader [ A. Robinson, D]:C, visited the squadron in connection with his
Forl:hcoming aPPointmcnt to command 608, which he took up four clags later on the 1 1th.

May.

The squac!ron were now bcginning conversion from Piston tojct aircraft, and bg the end
of Mag another two VamPircs had arrived. By the time of their Apnual Camp at RAF
Horsham St Faith, between the 8th and 22nd Ju[g 1950, the squaclron had a mix of
seven 5PitFircs, two Meteors, five VamPircs, a [Harvard and an Oxxcorc].

On the 5th of August the squadron held an TAt [Home! for friends and relatives of
squadron members. Al ground sections were open for inspection and Squadron [ eader
Robinson led a formation ﬁg-Past omc\/ampircs, and ]:Iight | ieutenants Hibbert,
Newboult and Morris Pcr{:ormcd aerobatics in a SPihcirc, Meteor and Harvard

rcsPcctivcly.

Bg the end of August, cmPhasis was P]accd on instrument ﬁging which gave Pilots a
chance to accustom themselves on Hying VamPircs in bad visibility. Between the 4th and
15th 5cPtcmbcr, the squadron were busy Practicing for the Forthcoming Battle of
Britain Displag t At Home! which took P]acc on the 16th. The squadron continued in
their usual training role for the rest of the year taking part in Rat and | errier exercises,
Fracticc ]ntcrccptions, Cinc, (Ground f:iring and [nstrument Flying. Thc last exercise of

the year involved 2608 (North Riding) LLAA Squaclron, also based at Thornaby, who
dcploycd thcirguns and spotters around the airfield where 608 would attack at low level.



Duringa busy programme on the 14th oFJanuarg 1951, an engine failure forced
5crgcant Stewart to crash land on the runway, which held up Flying until the runway was

CICaI"CC!.

Onthe 15th of Januarg the last of the scluaclrons Spitxcircs were flown away for brcaking
up. On the 1stof ]:cbruary 1951, the squadron held a ball to celebrate it's 21st
anniversary in the Palais De Danse at 5tocl<ton~on~_rccs.

For the first time since rc—cquiPPing, the squadron Vampircs were flown at night with
Squadron [_eader Robinson, l:light | ieutenant [Hibbert and ]:Iight | jeutenant
Ncwboult ma‘dng a sortie each toward the end of ]:cbruarg.

On 22nd March 1951, call up notices were issued to all auxiliary Pcrsonnel for three-~
month training which was due to bcgin onié APril. Anintensive ﬂying programme
commenced on the 17th and by the end of the month a number of 608's Pilots had
converted onto the VamPirc.

An oPcration order ochunc 1951 informed the squac!ron that thcg were to move north to
RAF Acklington in Northumberand for 15 dags armament training, in accordance with
Alir Ministrg Policg rcgarding training of auxiliarg 5quadron5 called up under Reserve and
Auxiliarg Forces Training Act 1951,

]:o"owing a further move to RA[ | euchars during the call up Pcriod, the squadron would
lose another one of their own, Scrgcant Filot Yarrow, who had failed to return from a
ﬂight from KAF Lcuchars on 29th Junc, On 1% Novcmbcr 1951, his bodg was washed
ashore at St. Andrews, Fife. He was convcgccl to Thomaby bg rail and a full mi]itarg
funeral was held at his hometown of Wcst Hartlcpool on the 1 9"}I of Novcmbcr 1951.

608 continued with their call up training and would not return to Thornaby until 12th July
and were not stood down until 20th July. Thc sciuadron took Part inthe 1 951 Battlc of
Britain *At [Home! display in Scptcmbcr. Sadly, during the displag, Scrgcant Kc"cg, a
visiting Pi]ot from RAF Tem Hill was killed whist giving an inverted aerobatic
demonstration in his arvard. [1e was given full honours at his burial in Thomaby

ccmctcrg.

On 9th ScPtcmbcr 1951, another accident occurred when Scrgcant Pilot H. Mincher
took off in VamPirc VT 863 to practice for the Battle of Britain Week ' At [Home!



display, when he crashed at [Hutton Rudby sac“y losing his life.

By the end of the year Pilot strcngth had been a cause for anxiety and steps were bcing
taken to recruit more. No ex National Service men were yet exPected, the squadron did

however have several in the training PiPclinc.

During Januarg 1952, 608 were ta‘(ing part in the Command [ xercise along with 607

(Countg of Durham) Squadron, who were based at Thornaby c!un'ng the exercise., Thc
squaclrons carried out successful intcrccPtions of Washington and Lincoln aircraft. T he
squadron continued with their normal ﬁying training and a start was made bg the squac!ron

on target Firing on Meteor Mk.7 aircraft and several successful sorties were carried out.

By the end of March, the squac!ron consisted of 4 RAFF Officers and 52 RATF other
ranks, 18 RAuxAJ. O)q:iccrs and 136 RAUXAF other ranks. |n APril the squac!ron
bcgan rc—cquiPPing with the Vampirc MI(.V which would rcP]acc their Mk J]]'s. T he
clﬂangc coincided with a change in command for 608 when 5quac!ron |_eader G.A.
Martin took up post as their new Commanding Omcf:iccr on 22nd Mag 1952.

On 29th August the 5quadron Procccclccl to their Annual Training Camp at RN.AS.
Takali, Ma]ta, followed by the ground crews who travelled on the 30th by ﬂastings
aircraft of Transpor't Command. On ]:riday 12th the squadron were setting course for
the (JK when another accident occurred when ]:]ight | ieutenant T.A. Willis, the
squadron Auxiliarg Adjutant, was killed whilst taking off from E_] Aouina. | he squadron
night stoPPcd in the south of France and complctcd the triP on the Sa’curdag. Thc
grouncl crews flew direct from Malta to Thomaby, rctuming on 14th of SCPtcmbcr. On
20th Scptcmbcr the squadron took part in the battlc of Britain Week "At [Home* and
dcspitc a low cloud base which restricted aerobatic demonstrations a comPrchcnsivc
programme was adhered to. On 3rd Octobcr a ’Pﬂots Party‘ was held at the ncarbg
Pathfinders Pub in Maltbg and onthe 17tha squadron dance was held in the Dri” Ha" in
aid of the children's Christmas Fartg Fund. During December normal Flging training was
carried out including cine gun camera exercises, G.CA. Practicc, air/air Firing and

Practicc intcrccPtions( Bg the end of the year, the squadron comPrisccl of 4+ Ogiccrs and
54 airmen of the RAT and 16 Officers, 3 Airmen Ajrcrew and 128 airmen of the
RAux AT



Ti‘ic weather at the bcginning of 195% was bad, which resulted in no ﬂying until the
weekend of the 10/1 1th when the squadron were able to carry out a full weekend’s i:lying
training which included air/air cine, air/air banncri:iring, higl'i altitude navigation and
Practicc intcrcePtions, On 21 Fcbruarg the squaciron took part in exercise ‘King Pint
where thcy succcssi:ullg intcrccptcd aformation of .29 aircraft on their first sortie.
Fo"owing the exercise, the squadron moved to RAF Quston in Northumberand for the
weekend to carry out wing formation drill with 607 Squaciron on the 5uncia3 morning and
Rat and T errier exercises in the afternoon where 608 made many intercePtions on other

sector aircraft oPcrating as 'rats’'.

At the end oi:APril, the Squadron Commander, Squaciron | eader G.A. Martin,
remarked that due to the poor state that the Vampirc V's were in upon receiving them

almost a year carlier, and the fact that civilian contractors were taking six months to
complctc major insPcctions, scvcrcly imPactcd the cxci:icicncy of the squaciron. Ti’iat said,
the weapons training t]"lr'Ongl"IOth the month Prociucccl very Promising results and the
squacirons averages both for live air/air Firing and cine work had imProvcci. On Saturciag
4th Ju]y, the squacirons aircraft consisted of 10 \/amPircs, 4 Meteors and 1 [Harvard as
the Procccdccl to their Summer Camp at RAF Tangmcra During the camp the
squaciron took partona grounci support exercise '\Water 5corPion' on the 15th in the
uPhavcn area where 24 sorties were flown, the squac]ron returned to Thornabg on 18th
July. Thc squaciron stand down Fo"owing the camp ended on 6th August when normal
i:lging training resumed on that day. T he first weekend, 8th and 9th, was devoted to ﬁging
training and pre-momentum exercise and the wco"owing two weekends and chncsday

i 9ti1 August when the squadron was chlogcd at the Wing base at KA]: Ouston.
During the exercise the Fo"owing aircraft were intcrccPtcd and dcstroycd bg Vampircs of
608 Squadron, 2 ]:.84-'5, 2 Meteor V]”’s, 1 5,50 and 1 Lincoln.

During SCPtcmbcr normal ﬁying training was carried out and sPccial training was carried
out for the 'At [Home' which was to be held on the 19th. 608 contributed to other
displags at | inton, Disincorth and Cattcrick, and at the latter thcy gave an aerobatic
clisPiag of follow my leader formations. During late October 605 5quadron visited the
squaciron for a weekend for that squadrons air/air Firing programme and Micic“cton 5{:
Gcorgc commenced ﬁying training from Thornabg whilst reconstruction work was carried
out at their own airfield. A Christmas Farty was held for the children of the Squaciron
Fcrsonncl and was voted one of the best so far. A 'vcry crjoyabic‘ Party was held for
OFficers and guests of the squadron when the ladies were presentata Dining—in-—Nigl'it



on the 26th. Ey the end of the year 608 now consisted of 5 Officers and 50 airmen of
the RATF and 20 Officers, 5 Airmen Aiircrew and 116 airmen of the R Aux. AT

T he first weekend of 1954 was devoted to air/air Firing on the Hincierwcii range and of
35 sorties flown, 3 1 were effective. During the rest of the month gcncrai Fiying training
Progrcsscd and concentrated on cine exercises and Practicc intcrccPts. 53 the end of
January there were i:reciucnt snow showers and bad visibiiitg which reduced ﬂging to
within a few miles of the airfield. ]:ebruary would fair no better as onig one full ciay of
iciying was Possibic. On2ist Fcbruary another air accident was to befall the scluaciron
when Filot Omcicicer chster was killed after his \/amPire crashed near Oici Lacicenby
ciuring a Practice stall. [ {e was buried at Brotton Cemetcrg, Anotherincident occurred
on 28th Fcbruary when Pilot Officer MacK enzie made a wheels up lanciing after his
starboard uncicrcarriagc icg failed. On the Z7ti1 of Marcii yet another close call for the
squaciron occurred when two aircraft, each from 607 and 608, collided head on ciuring a
manoeuvre with one ianciing wheels up, \VZ.155, and one ianciing wheels down, /838, at
Ouston, Fortunatcly both Piiots were unhurt.

T echnical Prcparations by grounci and air crews had bcgun in APril for the squacirons
Annual Training Camp and over the Fo”owing month over 300 hours ﬁying time had been
attained. 10 VamPircs and 2 Meteor 7's took off from Thornabg on 12th Junc for their
Annual Training which was to be held at RAF Bruggcn in Gcrman& During the camp
the squadron Produccd a record number of i:iging i'iours, wellin excess of the target of
400. TI"IC squadron aircraft returned to Ti‘iornabg on 26th Junc followed bg the
Ground Fcrsonnci on 26th and Z7ti1 via \/aictta aircraft of Transport Command. For
the whole month of June, the squadron attained over 500 ﬂying hours.

During Scptcmbcr 608 carried out close formation, cine and Practicc iqying for that
years’ 1At Home! ciispiay which was to take Piacc on 18th 5cPtcmbcr, the Sccrctarg of
State i:orAir, [ord De | 'Jsle and Dudicy and the AO.C. Air \/icc Marshall WJ
Grisham, Cb, CBE_, would also attend. Bg the end of ScPtcmbcr, the squadron
had attained more ﬁying hours than for the whole of 1 953, which was a record. 11 dags of
October were un-fit i:oriqging, the rest of the month was normal Practicc Fiying, Rat and
T errier exercises, QGH, night ﬂying, i'iigh and low lever battle formation, cine and
Practicc intcrccPts. 53 November 608 squaciron had gaincci the distinction of bcing the
first Koyai Auxiiiarg Alir Forcc Squaciron to Fly 3000 hours that year. During
Dcccmbcr oniy 9 days of the month were fit for i:iying, the 5cluadron had aiso 5tood down



for 6 of them, although the squaciron were still able to ﬂy 244.15 hours which i)rought
their total to 3%00.50 hours ﬂying time which was believed to be the i'iighcst icigurc
achieved by an Auxiliary Squadron in Pcacctimc. The children of squadron members
received a gii:t suPPIieci from squaciron funds at the Station Ciiristmas Fartg and on the
26th Officers of the scluaciron entertained their wives and giriicricncis in the Officers

Mess.

January 1955 saw the worst weather exPericnceci in twelve months comPietclg ruining the
air-to-air firing programme, but airto sea iciring was still Possiblc. Oniy five full ciays were
fit Forﬂging in which the squaciron carried out cine (i‘iigh quartcrs), high- and low-level
battle formation, QGH, x~country, Practicc intcrcePts, and a considerable number of
bad weather circuits. By the end of the month the squaciron had a strcngth of 4 Officers
and 57 rcgular airmen and 20 Officers, 5 Airman Aircrew and 107 airmen of the

RAuxAF.

]:cbruarg fared no better than Januarg with only seven full dags of ﬁying and no air Firing
had been done since mid-December. On the ciays which were i:it, the squaclron carried
out Practicc intcrccpts, x-country, Practicc pan calls, battle formation, cine, aerobatics
and a Northern Sector [ xercise, which were quitc common. On 16th APrii a 5tag
Fartg was held in the Squaclron Club to say farewell to their Commanding Oi:piccr after
three years, Squaciron |_eader (G.A. Martin, DFC,AF.C. The Prcvious week a
Prcscntation was made by Auxiliarg N.C.O.'s and airmen to 5c‘uaciron |_eader Martin
and his wife in the Squadron Club.

T heir new Commanciing Officer, 5quadron | eader H.D. Costain was in post on 25th
APril, On the 20th of May 1955 Squadron | eader Costain went on a Proving Hight to
Gibraitar, he arrived back atTiiornabg on the 2% rd.

Annuai Training bcgan on 4th Junc when the squadron left for Gibraltar. The triP out,
Tiiornabg~Tangmcrc~]strcs—6ibraitar, was held up at lstrcs due to very bad weather and
the squadron aircraft were forced to nigi'it stop there and continue to (Gibraltar the
i:oiiowing ciay. The camp was described as successful and a total of 464 hours of ﬂying
was attained in fourteen c]ays, the 5quadron returned to Tl—iornaby on the 18th.

608 were based at RAF Quston for exercise 'Beware’ on 24,/25th ScPtcmbcr and
1,/2nd October. T he low activity in the Northern Sector Provcci ciisaPPointing forthe

5quaciron as thcg had not iclown angwl—icrc near thc numbcr of sorties ti—icy would havc



liked to. The 1955 Battle of Britain Week ' At [Home' took Placc on i 7tl1 ScPtcmbcr in
which the squaclron took Par't, a crowd of around 110.000 attended the event throughout
the day. Normal training continued throughout October, November and December with
night ﬁying, Practice intcrccPts, Practice forced lanclings, navigational exercises,
instrument ﬂying, cine, QQH, Rat and T errier and hig[-l- and low-level battle formation.
On the 13th of November the scluaclron suffered another incident when VamPirc
VZZZ7 flown by Filot O)q:iccr K. TcmPlc suffered brake failure when landing on runway
05, and the front wheel also collaPsed after exiting the runway and goinginto a field
bcyond the 22 thresholds, but the Pilot was uninjurcd. By the end of December, the
squadron had a strength of 4 Officers and 43 rcgular airmen and 24 Officers, 2 Airmen

Alircrew, and 98 R. Aux A.F. airmen.

Jn January 1956, ﬂging was clisruptcd due to severe weather conditions and only four full
days of Flging was carried out and dcsPitc the drawback, 172.05 hours were flown
inclucling 9.05 at night. Ground training was caught up on with an cmPhasis on aircraft
recognition. The Pilots also Paicl two visits, one to the (3.(.]. Station at Seaton Snook
and the other to Dorman l_ong’s blast furnaces when the weather was unfit for ﬂying.
Again, in ]:cbruarg there was only four full days fit Forﬂying which was devoted to cine,
air/air Firing, battle formation, QQH, Practicc intcrccPts, instrument ﬂging and
navigation. VamPirc VZ227 was again involved in an accident when on 1 3th March Flging
Officer H. Bates made a ']:irst—Class' forced lancling at Stainsbg Hill Farm behind
]:arlcg drive, Acklam due to an engine failure. T his time the aircraft was written off, but
Fortunatclg Filot O{:Ficcr H. Batcs suffered onlg minor cuts and bruises.

Bg APril preparations were bcing made for Summer Camp and cross-country exercises
with long range tanks had been carried out bg all Pilots. T he rest of the month consisted
of high~ and low-level battle formation, night Hying, Practicc intcrccpts, cine and
instrument rating tests. T he main theme had been long range navigational exercises in
Prcparation for the Gibra]tar run, Thc Summer CamP commenced on the 19th of Mag
at RAF North Front, Gibra[tar with the squadron aircraft setting off on the 18th. E_vcrg
clay except one was fit for full ﬁying and the total hours for Mag were 462.55, which
shows the amount of effort put in bg ground and aircrews. | he first week of the camp was
5o|c|5 air mciring with a total of 16.81 7 rounds bcing fired, and the mcollowing week consisted
of higl%]cvcl battle Formation, QGH and aerobatics. On 22 May exercise 'Gaulois’ was
carried out with the }:rcnch Air }:orcc Fo”owing which four members of the Frcnch Air
Force visited the 5quadron, Ohn the 3 15tof Mag 608 took partina Hy-Past for Her



Majcsty the Qucen’s birthclay and thcy returned to Thornaby on 2nd Junc. On the 4th
of June the squaclron carried out a qu—Past and escorted the Royal Yacht Britannia
down the River T ees when [Her Majcsty visited the area. Fo”owing a two week stand

down the squaclron commenced with normal training.

On the 7t}1 ochuly 612 5quadron were attached to Thomabg for their Annual
Training but oPcratecl as a separate unit. | hat evening, the Officers and airmen of 608
held a cocktail Parl:y foré12 sciuac!ron in the squaclron club and on the 1 Zth, 612 gave a
return cocktail party for 608. On the weekend of 22,723 ScPtcmbcr the squadron
c]cploged to RAFF Dri)cpicld for exercise ‘Stronghold'. Dun'ng the weekend trade’ was
disaPPointinglg poor and onlg one intercePtion was made, and the squaclron were utilized
cxclusivclg on Anti-Rat OPcrations. On the 15th of Scptcmbcr 608 Squadron
\/ampirc and Meteor Plagcd an impressivc part of the programme in the battlc of Pritain
Week 'At Home’, giving four demonstrations even though the dag was not a Particularlg
nice one from a weather Point of view. 5Pccial editions of the press gave great
acclamation to both the ﬁying and static displays. Normal ‘Flying training continued and in
Octobcr onlg twelve full c]ags were fit for Flging, and Novcmbcr and Dcccmbcr were much
the same from a weather Pcrspcctivc when only twelve full days ﬂying was attained in each,
with the fuel rationing not hclping either. T he 5quadron did however reach their target of
3,000 hours for the year. At the end of Dcccmbcr, the sciuadron consisted of 3 O)q:iccrs
and 41 rcgular airmen and 22 Officers, 2 airmen aircrew and 107 Airmen Aircrew of the

R.AuxAJ.

A]though there had been rumours circulating that the Koyal Auxiliary Air Force was to
be disbanded, members of the squadron were still unaware if this were true ornot. T he

{:o"owing is taken from the 608 Squadron OPcrations Record Bookz

E_xtract from the 608 Squadron OKB -January 1957

T he first weekend of the month was fitfor Hying and most aircrew members did some
Flging, On Thursclag 10 Januarg Flight Lieutenant Mcadlcg, ]zlging Officer Joycc,
F]ging Officer Swainston and }:light Licutcnant | ord each carried out local m’ght ﬂging,
A]thouglw thcy did not know it at the time, this was to be the last Flging training to be
carried out bg the sc]uaclron before disbandment.



On 10 January 1957 the Squadron Commandcr was called to a conference of
Auxiliarg Unit Commanders at Air Ministry where the Forthcoming disbandment of most
of the Royal Auxiliary AirForce inclucling 608 Squadron was announced. [ Jowever, as
the Prime Minister (Anthony [ den) had rcsigncc! the Prcvious evening there was no Air
Minister to announce the disbandment in the FHouse of Commons. [For this reason, the
5quaclron Commandcrs were bound to secrecy until a Public announcement could be
made, which occurred in the {:ouowing week and the strong rumour turned into realitg.
During the month all officers and airmen were interviewed and their choices for the future
ascertained. Thcy wcrc_joining 3608 F.C.(J.,the RAFVR and R Aux. AT .R.and

ta‘cing clischarge in equal numbers, aPProximatcly.
The Squaclron Commanders final remark for Januarg 1957 was this:

Jtis with c!ccP regret that at a conference of R Aux. AF. Commancling OlCFiccrs, the
Chief of Air Staff announced that the Kogal Auxﬂiary Air Force was to be disbanded.
Thc reaction of the 5quadron Pcrsonncl was naturally one of extreme disappointmcnt

anc] may bc summcd UP in tl"lc ICO“OWing Vverse:

“When we could serve by ﬂying, we gave up our lives and flew; but now it appears our
country, has nothing for us to do.

No doubt the boffins have gotit tapcd; but we would like to make it clear, hcthcg everfind
anything else for us, thcg will alwags find us here®

(HD Costain)
Squaclron | eader
Officer Commanding

608 (N.R) 5quadron
Rogal Auxiliarg AirForce

The 608 5quadron Standard had a]rcad3 been aPProvcd Prior to disbanding but was
umcortunatclg not rcady before disbandment. Bg 1959 the 5quadron Standard, which
bore their crest and battle honours, was rcacly for Prcscntation and former members of
608 Scluadron assembled at KAF Middlcton St. Gcorgc for the Prcscntation
ceremony by their former Commancling O{:Ficcr, AirVice Marshall G.H. Amblcr, to
}:]igl'!t | jeutenant KWH (Goodrum, DFC The Standarc! was laid up in York

Minsteron 14 Novcmbcr 1959 where it can still be seen todag.



