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INTRODUCTION 

The research to create a timeline of the historic buildings of Stockton has drawn on 

resources such as trade directories, newspapers and census information. Whilst we have 

been able to construct some quite detailed pictures, there are gaps which we would like to 

fill. If you have any further information that could assist us, please contact 

Eleanor.blyth@stoctkon.gov.uk.  

We would like to thank volunteers who have worked on the timelines. 

1861 UNTHANK 

William Senior’s wife died in 1854. 

The Unthank family is associated with 18 High Street from the 1860s. The 1861 Census 

records William Unthank senior, a joiner and cabinet maker and William Unthank Junior, a 

proprietor of houses at 18 High Street. 

An advertisement regarding a lost dog answering to the name Jack s posted in the Stockton 

Herald, South Durham and Cleveland Advertiser - Friday 22 August 1862 by William Unthank 

of 18 High Street, Stockton.  

Stockton Herald, South Durham and Cleveland Advertiser - Saturday 23 July 1870 reports 

that plans to approve the alteration of the Herald Office submitted by William Unthank 

were approved.  

Stockton Herald, South Durham and Cleveland Advertiser - Saturday 13 November 1875 

William Unthank of 18 High Street has asked it to be made known that he is not the owner 

of Unthank’s yard subject of a report of nuisance 

 

C 1879 SHORT 

John Short, Saddler is recorded at the premises in the 1879 Postal Directory. John Short, 

Master Saddler employing 2 men and a boy appears in the 1881 Census as a visitor at the 

home of William Sanderson, butcher 25 Portrack Lane. He appears also in the 1871 address 

as a resident, his father, Stephen Short, Contractor being recorded as the head of the 

household. John is recorded a Saddler.  

The Northern Echo - Saturday 29 November 1879 confirms the presence of John Short, 

Saddler on High Street through his advertisement for a pony for sale. The Yorkshire Post and 

Leeds Intelligencer of 16th December 1880 holds an advertisement for a good stable helper 

of trustworthy character : wages £1 a week and lodgings. Applicants are to address 

themselves to John 

Short, Saddler, 

mailto:Eleanor.blyth@stoctkon.gov.uk
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Stockton on Tees.  No address is given. The Unthank family is recorded at number 18 High 

Street by 1881 so it may be that Short has moved on by this time.  

The Northern Echo 9th November 1891 reports a fire in 

the warehouse of John Short, Saddler behind his 

premises on High Street, indicating his presence on the 

High Street  in that year. Damage was reported to be 

slight and the cause of the fire was not known.  The 

Kelly’s Directory for 1890 records John Short, Saddler at 

21 High Street and the 1894 Whelan’s Directory records 

John Short, Saddler having a business as such on Front 

Street, Stockton. The 1891 Census records John, Short, 

Saddler residing at 12 Sydney Street, Stockton. 

Advertisements throughout the late 1800s and early 

1900s confirm the presence of J Short Saddler on High 

Street and give an insight into the variety of goods sold. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Short family business 

supported Stockton’s Coronation 

festivities in 1911 with streamers 

and mottoes according to the 

Darlington & Stockton Times, Ripon 

& Richmond Chronicle, Saturday 

24th June 1911 

 

Figure 1 Notice: Daily Gazette for Middlesbrough (14 

August 1876) 

Figure 2 Cart and Waggon Covers: Northern Echo ( 12th February 1887) 

Figure 4 Hunting Saddles: Northern Echo (18 October 1892) 

Figure 3 Lot 2 : Northern Echo (9 May 1894) 

Figure 5 Mrs W.S Short: Daily Gazette for Middlesbrough (1st March 1919) 
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The Daily Gazette for Middlesbrough  30th May 1918 contains an advertisement for an 

errand boy, the ability to drive being specified as a requirement.  

William Sanderson Short is shown in the 1911 Census for 20 High Street as 21 years old . He 

would therefore have been only 29 years old when he died. Military records show that 

William Sanderson Short died on 2nd March 1918 in Flanders.  Poignantly, the Probate 

Calendar records Private William Sanderson Short of 47 Wellington Street died on active 

service in France. Leaving an estate of £178. 7s 1d to his widow Lottie Elizabeth Short. They 

had married in January 1917.  

 

C 1881 UNTHANK & PEACE 

Unthank is recorded at the address in the 1881 Directory with no occupation stated. The 

1881 Census records William Unthank, aged 53, unmarried at the address with a domestic 

servant. His occupation is noted as House Agent.  

Unthank Gentleman and L.C Peace, Hairdresser are recorded at 18 High Street in the 1898-

1899 and 1900-1901 Ward’s Directory. William Unthank is recorded in the 1894 Directory 

but no occupation is stated. 

The 1834 Pigot’s Directory records William Unthank at High Street in the category of shop 

keepers and dealers. No number is stated.   

On 19th April 1828 The Durham  Advertiser contains a notice referring to indenture to 

William Unthank . Indenture is a legal and binding contract usually associated with bond 

agreements, real estate, or bankruptcy.  
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On 31st December 1830 the Durham Advertiser publishes a further notice.  

 

It appears that William Unthank senior has run into financial difficulties. By 1831 the 

Newcastle Courant was reporting a meeting of William Unthank’s creditors.  The Durham 

County Advertisrr of 21st October 1831 contains a notice of a pending court hearing for 

William and several others as insolvent debtors. The shame of this situation in society at the 

time is reflected in the criminalisation of the debtors who have clearly been imprisoned. The 

notice states the right of creditors to oppose the release of the prisoner.  
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An account of the court proceedings has not been traced. However, the Durham County 

Advertiser of 25th April 1834 records the sale by auction of various properties on the High 

Street de to William Unthank being an insolvent debtor. Until 1861, only those who bought 

and sold goods to make a living could be made bankrupt. Others who were unable to pay 

their debts were referred to as ‘insolvent debtors’.1 Those imprisoned for debt could apply 

 
1 The Gazette In debt and incarcerated: the tyranny of debtors' prisons https://www.thegazette.co.uk/ 
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to the court to be released, unless they were in trade or guilty of fraudulent or other 

dishonest behaviour, by reaching an agreement with their creditors that ensured a fair 

distribution of their present and future assets . The sale appears to have been part of the 

agreement with William’s creditors.  

 

The list of items sold gives an insight into the contents of what must have been a very 

comfortable home in the period.  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Creditor
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The 1841 Census records William Unthank, joiner and his wife Margaret on High Street. It 

appears that he is able to continue working. The 1858 Post Office Directory for 

Northumberland and Durham records William Unthank, Joiner and Cabinet Maker at 18 

High Street.  

The 1851 Census records William Unthank senior, a Joiner and Cabinet Maker at 37 Grange 

Terrace, Norton. William Unthank, his son is recorded as resident with him working as his 

assistant. There is also a servant at the address. The death of Margaret Unthank on 3rd 

October 1850 was recorded in the Richmond Chronicle 12th October of that year. 

The 1861 Census shows William junior as a proprietor of houses living at 18 High Street  

with his father and a servant. His father William is a joiner and Cabinet Maker.William 

Unthank senior’s death is recorded in the spring of 1866.   

William Unthank, property owner is recorded in the 1871 Census at 18 High Street along 

with a servant. There is an article entitled ‘A Hard Landlord’ in the Durham County 

Advertiser dated 5th December 1879. William is clearly operating as a house agent on behalf 

of at least one other party.  
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The 1890 Kelly’s Directory record William Unthank at 18 High Street. The 1894 Whelan’s 

Directory also records William Unthank at 18 High Street. The 1891 Census records William 

Unthank at 18 High Street with a servant. He is 64 years old and stated to be living on his 

own means. His death is recorded in the spring of 1901 aged 73 years old. This ties in with 

the occupation by a new business around that date.  

C 1902 MORIE 

Mrs M Morie, milliner is recorded at the address in the 1902-1903 and 1904-1905 Ward’s 

Directory.  

C 1906 WILLIAMS & CO 

Williams and Co Cycle Dealer is recorded at number 18 High Street in the Ward’s Directory 

1906-1907.  

C 1908 LISTER 

The 1908-1909 Ward’s Directory records Lister 7 Co tailors at the address.  

The 1912-1913 Ward’s Directory records the address as The Board of Trade Labour 

Exchange with Mr W.H Williams manager.  

There is an unnumbered entry in the Ward’s 1918-1919 Directory that is occupied by the 

offices of Customs and Excise.  

There is no number 18 recorded in the 1926-1927 Ward’s Directory 

The premises appears again in the 1936-1937 and the 1938-1939 Ward’s Directory where is 

recorded as J.C Watson, Builder, T.W Bowman, solicitor and Ind. Coope & Allsopp, Ltd 

Brewers, T Littlefair, Agent with Mrs E. Alderson Caretaker.  

 


