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INTRODUCTION 

The research to create a timeline of the historic buildings of Stockton has drawn on resources 

such as trade directories, newspapers and census information. Whilst we have been able to 

construct some quite detailed pictures, there are gaps which we would like to fill. If you have 

any further information that could assist us, please contact Eleanor.blyth@stockton.gov.uk.  

We would like to thank volunteers who have worked on the timelines. 
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HESLOP 

There is a suggestion that the address was the home of Mary Heslop between 1834-1842 

There are references in the press to Doctor Lamb touring various locations in the North East 

in 1837, offering medical advice. One of the venues stated is Mrs Heslop High Street, 

Stockton but no number is stated. Enquiries are ongoing to identify whether this is correct.  
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C 1851 DODSHON 

John Dodshon was born in Darlington 1812. He was a prominent citizen of 
Stockton as a local businessman but also as a philanthropist. He was 
president of the Temperance Society and also was a devout Quaker.  

He was Vice Chairman of the School Board .  

He is recorded at the address for a brief period .  

In the 1841 Census he is a druggist in Bishop Auckland.  

In the 1851 Census John Dodshon, Chemist, Druggist and Confectioner is 

living at 144 High Street with his wife Elizabeth, his children and servants. 

There are also two apprentices living at the address.  

The 1861 Census records John Dodshon at 2 Slights Place Stockton. He is a 

Wholesale Grocer employing 4 men.  

In 1871 John Dodshon is living at Ashfield House, Stockton. He is a 

Wholesale Grocer employing 9 men and 1 boy.  

The Northern Echo of 25th February 1875 records the occasion of 

Dodshon’s funeral.  

Dodshon was clearly held in high regard. The Northern Echo dated 6th April 

1877 reports on a painting unveiled in his honour and the South Durham & 

Cleveland Mercury 14th April 1877 references a public subscription for a 

memorial.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Figure 2 Dodshon’s funeral 25th 

February 29875 

Figure 1 York Herald - Monday 01 July 1878 
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A fountain to provide clean water for public use was erected in 1878 as a tribute to 

Dodshon.  

The fountain was designed by William Henman of Stockton who had given his labour free of 

charge.  

The press refers to the fountain as being intended 

for use ‘by man and beast’. At the base of the 

fountain, drinking troughs for animals were 

provided.  

 

According to the National Probate Calendar he 

left an estate of under £16,000 equivalent to 1.8 

Million today.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photograph 1 Dodshon Memorial Fountain: Stockton 

Heritage 

Figure 3 Yorkshire Post and Leeds Intelligencer - Tuesday 

27 August 1878 
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C 1879 SMITH 

Joseph Smith, and Co is recorded in press advertisements as a Cabinet Maker and 

Upholsterer in the 1870s. The 1879 Postal Directory records Joseph Smith a Cabinet Maker 

and Upholsterers category and the Carpet Warehouseman section.  

The 1881 Commercial Directory for Stockton-on-Tees records Joseph Smith & Co. Cabinet 

Makers, Upholsterers, Undertakers and Carpet Factors at the address.  In the 1881 census 

Joseph Smith is found living at the address he was a Cabinet maker and upholsterer 

employing 6 men and two women. He lived there with his wife Mary and their children they 

had two servants Lucy Bagnall and Mary Curran.  

C 1894 DUNCAN/WEIGHELL 

The Directories show RE Duncan Tobacconist and J Weighell Tees Valley Dairy Co. at the 

premises in 1894. 

The Northern Echo contains an advert for the sale of 144 High Street. The advert gives a 

description of the premises and confirms the presence of Duncan with a lock up shop and 

Weighell with a dwelling house, shop, workshops and stable. The building is described as 

three storeys high.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

The reason for the sale is apparent in the press report of the failure of Weighell’s business.  

Figure 5 Northern Echo - Wednesday 22 February 1893 

Figure 4 York Herald - Friday 20 April 1894 
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C 1893 PUBLIC BENEFIT BOOT COMPANY 

The arrival of the Public Benefit Boot Company was announced in the press with some 

humour in 1893. Referencing the recent visit of the Duke and Duchess of York to the region, 

the Public Boot Company’s opening is claimed as an event that overshadowed the royal 

visit.  

 

The Public Benefit Boot Company with N Ellis Manger as 

is found in the Wards Directories from 1896-1897 

through till 1908-1909. The 1911 Census summary 

records 144 High Street as a lock up shop, the Public 

Benefit Boot Company.  

In 1897 the press reported a case where a young 

woman from a prominent local family stole items from 

High Street shops, including the Public Benefit Boot 

Company.  

The Public Benefit Boot Company can be seen in this 

photograph with Robinson’s Department Store, the 

Coliseum at number 149-150.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 6 Northern Weekly Gazette - Saturday 21 

October 1893 
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Figure 7 Public Benefit Boot: North-Eastern Daily Gazette (7th January 1897) 
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C 1972 WOOLWORTH 

144 was Stockton’s Branch of F.W Woolworth from 1930 until 1972.  

C 1974 HARDY’S FURNISHINGS  

Hardy’s took over the 

premises. There is little 

information about the 

company at the property. 

There however is an advert 

from 1974. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NORTH EASTERN COOP 

After Hardy’s the North Eastern Coop is at 144 High Street.  

Figure 8 Newcastle Evening Chronicle - Friday 12 July 1974 

 


