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INTRODUCTION 

The research to create a timeline of the historic buildings of Stockton has drawn on resources such as trade 

directories, newspapers and census information. Whilst we have been able to construct some quite detailed 

pictures, there are gaps which we would like to fill. If you have any further information that could assist us, 

please contact Eleanor.blyth@stockton.gov.uk.  

We would like to thank volunteers who have worked on the timelines. 

The Lambton Castle Public House currently stands at Number 1 High Street, having been a licensed premises 

since around 1855. The name of the Public House might have come from Lambton Castle in Chester-le-Street. 

The building was originally a dwelling house and has connections to some of Stockton’s notable families. Its 

varied history gives us many interesting insights into Stockton in the 19th and 20th centuries. 
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C1841 LANGLEY 

1 High Street was the home of the Langley family and their story illuminates many aspects of contemporary life 

in Stockton and the wider context of 19th Century life in England. The 1827 History, Directory and Gazetteer of 

Stockton-on Tees records John Langley as agent to the New Merchants’ Shipping Co, Quayside, Stockton. He is 

also present in the 1828 Pigot’s Directory and Gazetteer of Stockton-on-Tees as an Agent to the Merchant’s 

Shipping Company.  

The 1834 Pigot’s Directory subsequently records John Langley on High Street Stockton with no number stated, 

however the Occupational History of the High Street indicates that Langley, Ship Owner is in occupation of 1 

High Street Stockton. The UK Poll Book of 1841 shows John Langley as resident in High Street Stockton. 

John Langley is active in Stockton in the burgeoning shipping industry. He was one of many entrepreneurs 

keen to exploit the possibilities and overcome the limitations of the Tees for shipping. On 9th July 1791 the 

Newcastle Courant reported that merchants in Stockton and the surrounding area had formed themselves into 

a company called the United Shipping Company that would rise to the challenge of transporting goods more 

speedily from the Tees to London. There followed the Merchant’s Shipping Company in 1802. The New 

Merchants’ Shipping Company, of which Langley was a part, was formed from the original Merchants’ Shipping 

Company as reported in the Durham Chronicle 18th December 1824. John Langley had a key role. There are 

several advertisements that show the type of transactions that John Langley was involved with. Some of the 

advertisements refer to him as Captain Langley.  

John Langley was also a prominent member of the community in Stockton. In 1825 John Langley was part of a 

committee that resolved to support those affected by shipwreck.  

Also, in 1825 John Langley and many other prominent locals made a public pledge of support for Stockton’s 

Commercial Bank. This was prompted by the banking crisis of that year. Centred in London, the banking panic 

of 1825 has been called the first modern financial crisis.  This crisis was in part due to the bursting of a growth 

bubble after the boom that followed the Napoleonic Wars. There was the added twist of a dramatic fraud that 

was easy to perpetrate in the climate of speculative investment as investors flocked to exploit Spain’s loss of 

grip on South America. This audacious fraud was perpetrated by Gregor MacGregor, a Scottish adventurer who 

had fought for Venezuela in its war of independence against Spain. Upon his return to England, MacGregor 

created a fictional Central American principality called Poyais, convincing investors of the vast resources there. 

In 1822 MacGregor floated a large bond issue on the London Stock Exchange related to Poyais. However, by 

the summer of 1825 the price of Latin American bonds had fallen by half. Nervous depositors began to 

withdraw their funds. By December, there were runs on the banks.  
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Figure 1 To be sold by Public Auction: Durham Chronicle (28th February 

1834) 

Figure 2 At a meeting: Durham County Advertiser (15th January 

1825)  

 

Figure 3 Commercial Bank: Durham Chronicle (24th  December 1825) 
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Stockton was not immune to the panic. On 

New Year’s Eve 1825 the Durham Chronicle 

published a list of banking establishments that 

had closed their doors, whether temporarily or 

permanently as a result of the panic. Included 

in that list is Hutchinson and Co, Stockton. John 

Langley and others clearly felt the need to 

express their confidence in the Commercial 

Bank. The Commercial Bank, operated by 

William Skinner and Co. is registered in the 

1827 History and Gazetteer of Durham and 

Northumberland as being on High Street 

Stockton. 

The Commercial Bank survived and merged 

with the National Provincial Bank of England in 

1836. 

The 1841 Census shows John Langley Ship 

Owner at 1 High Street with his wife Elizabeth 

and John Langley, aged 9 years. Elizabeth and 

John Langley are in their 70s at this time. John 

is assumed to be a relative, possibly a 

grandchild. 1 

In 1842 John Langley senior’s name appears in 

a letter to the High Sheriff of Durham from 

“Noblemen, Clergy, Magistrates, Freeholders 

and others” petitioning for a public meeting to 

be held reference an attempt on Queen 

Victoria’s life. There were 3 attacks in that year, 

two being carried out by John Francis and the other by John William Bean.  

John Langley died on 17th November 1845. His occupation in the National Probate Calendar is recorded as 

Gentleman. It is also stated that his will was left unadministered by his wife Elizabeth. The National Probate 

Calendar states that probate had been granted by the Consistory Court in 1879. The Consistory Court was an 

ecclesiastical court with an extensive remit including judgement on disputed wills. It appears that John Langley 

had not made a will. On 12th September 1849 Elizabeth is signatory to an Administration Bond document. This 

document references that her husband died intestate. In signing the bond, she is undertaking to administer 

the estate before September 1850. Before the Durham probate court would grant probate or administration 

to the personal representatives of the deceased, the executors or administrators would be required to enter 

into a bond with the bishop, binding the signatory to perform a set of defined actions at or before certain 

 
1 John Langley appears subsequently in the 1851 Census as living as a lodger with Isabella Matthewson and her 
family at 1 King Street aged 18 years. He is stated to be a house proprietor. This is the right age to be the same 
John Langley that was residing at 1 High Street who, presumably was prompted to move due to the death of 
John and Elizabeth.   
 

Figure 4 Durham Chronicle 31st December 1825.  
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dates on order to ensure the will was fully executed or that the intestate's estate was properly administered. 

Should these actions fail to occur, the bondsman became liable to a penalty.  

It appears that probate was not resolved for several more years. Elizabeth died in 1850, aged 86 years her 

death being announced in the Newcastle Guardian and Tyne Mercury of 15th June that year. The National 

Probate Calendar refers to Thomas Robinson, County Butcher as being designated, in 1879 to administer John 

Langley’s will, being the surviving executer of the will of Ann Tennant, Elizabeth and John Langley’s daughter.  

Ann Langley had married Thomas Allison Tennant on 22nd August 1820. The National Probate Calendar records 

that Ann Tennant, formerly of Stockton but late of Greatham died on 1st February 1875, her will being proved 

by Thomas Robinson of Stockton, Butcher and William Ayre of Greatham.  

We know a little about Thomas Robinson who was entrusted with the administration of the estate. The 

burglary of the dwelling house of Thomas Robinson, butcher on High Street Stockton, is reported nationally in 

the newspapers. The Newcastle Courant of 25th November 1864 detail. The items stolen indicate that the 

family is quite comfortably off financially.  

 

Thomas Robinson, butcher is recorded 

in the 1871 and 1881 Census as being at 

156 High Street Stockton.  The 1871 

Census states that Thomas is living at 

156 High Street Stockton with his wife 

and family. He is a master butcher 

employing 2 men.  There are servants 

and a nurse in residence. The 1881 

Census records Thomas as a butcher and 

farmer. It is stated that he farms 210 

acres.  

In 1871 a terrible tragedy befell the 

Robinson family. The York Herald dated 

24th June 1871 reports the death of 

Thomas’ niece Sarah Ann King after an 

incident at his premises in High Street. 

There is a Sarah Ann King, the 

Granddaughter of Thomas Airton, 

butcher found in the 1871 Census residing at his butcher’s shop at 2 High Street, Stockton. She was aged 10 

years at this time. Her mother Elizabeth Eleanor King is recorded as a widow. This may be the young girl 

referenced. This terrible accident is one of many references in the press to serious accidents and fatalities 

related to fire in the home during the 1800s. Candles, oil lamps, and open fireplaces presented a hazard to 

women and girls in particular because of their flowing cotton and tulle dresses. In contrast, men wore  

tighter-fitting wool clothes that were more fire resistant.  
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In addition to illustrating some of the health and safety hazards of the home at this time, the experience of 
Thomas Robinson and his fellow butchers also illustrates the drivers for change to public health during this 
period and the relationship that was necessary between local businesses and the local authorities to make 
these changes work. Thomas Robinson is one of a group of Stockton butchers subject of proceedings reported 
in the Northern Echo 30th May 1873. The case related to a dispute over the arrangements for the provision of 
facilities to clear slaughterhouse waste. These proceedings are an indication of the emphasis being placed on 
public health. The 1848 Public Health Act, influenced by the social reformer Edwin Chadwick, was based on the 
logic was that improved public health would result in a reduction in expenditure on poor relief and therefore 
be cost effective in the long run. The important steps to improve the health of the public were, improved 
drainage and provision of sewers, removal of refuse from houses, streets and roads, the provision of clean 
drinking water and the appointment of a medical officer for each town.  

Thomas Robinson also provides insight into the economic challenges of the late 1800s. Thomas Robinson’s 

premises is featured in an article that illustrates the difficulties facing Stockton traders in the 1870s, reflective 

of the effects of the so-called ‘long depression’ that were being felt in Europe and the United States. In the 

period preceding the depression there had been several major military conflicts and a period of economic 

expansion. In Europe, the end of the Franco- Prussian War led to a new political order in Germany and an 

investment boom in this emerging world power. The end of the U.S Civil war also saw an investment boom in 

its railways related to westward expansion.  A financial panic, marked by the collapse of the Vienna Stock 

Exchange swept across Europe and the U.S. An economic downturn followed. One of the casualties of the 

depression was the iron trade. The Edinburgh Evening News of 18 November 1874 reports on the situation in 

Stockton.  
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The York Herald of 16th November 1875 refers to a public meeting to determine what could be done to 

alleviate the situation for those suffering. The difficulties presented resulted in the establishment of a local 

Relief Fund. Similar appeals are evident countrywide as the effects of economic recession took hold.  
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The South Durham & Cleveland Mercury 22nd December 1877 describes the late 

efforts of the butchers to source meat and to make their premises festive. The 

article also gives an indication of the location of the traders in relation to one 

another, George Callendar’s premises being opposite Thomas Robinson.  

Thomas Robinson is stated in the Northern Echo dated 18th March 1878 to have 

supported relief work for the poor by distributing soup.  

The importance of the ironworks to the town of Stockton is referenced in the 

Yorkshire and Leeds Intelligencer of 19th March 1878.  

Elizabeth Langley herself made a will dated 1847 in which her brother in- law 

James Langley is appointed executer and her son Johnathan Langley and 

daughter Ann Tennant are beneficiaries.  

Elizabeth’s will refers to land in Greatham. The 1858 Post Office Directory of 

Durham provides a description of the history of Greatham.  Greatham is 

described as being comprised of 3,399 acres, owned principally by the master 

and brethren of Greatham Hospital. Greatham Hospital was founded in 1272 by 

Robert De Stichill. According to the Directory, the brothers received a pension of 

£8 per year plus a suit of clothes yearly. Parkhurst’s Hospital was founded in 

1701 by Dormer Parkhurst for six poor widows or unmarried women over 50 

years old. Each sister received 21 shillings per month, 4 shillings and a gown and 

flannel petticoat at Christmas, 2 shillings at Easter and 2 shillings at Whitsuntide.  

The Durham County Advertiser of 23rd 

February 1828 refers to the lease of land for 

21 years under the Master and Breathren of 

Greatham hospital. It appears that the 

Langleys had leased land from Greatham 

Hospital at this or some other point as 

Elizabeth’s interest in the land by lease is 

referred to in her will. James Langley 

Esquire is recorded in the 1841, 1851 

Census and 1858 Directory as resident at 

Grove House, Greatham. The Census 

records him as having independent means 

as a landed proprietor. 

National Library of Scotland Durham XLV 

Surveyed: 1855 
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James Langley’s association with Greatham is also seen as one of a number of individuals listed in the  County 

Advertiser - Friday 01 September 1854 as owning or leasing land at Greatham as placing the game on the land 

under the management of Lord Vane and his Gamekeeper. J Langley Esquire appears in the 1858 Post Office 

Directory at Greatham. James Langley died in 1860, an obituary being placed in the Durham Chronicle dated 

17th August 1860.  

Looking at other parties 

related to the Langleys of 1 

High Street, Stockton, The 

Durham County 

Advertiser dated 26th August 

1820 records the marriage of Ann, the only daughter of Mr John Langley, ship owner to Thomas Allison 

Tennant.  
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The 1828-1829 Pigot’s Directory records Thomas Allison Tennant as a rope maker on Norton Road and the 

1834 Pigot’s Directory records Thomas Allison Tennant as a rope maker on High Street, Stockton. There is also 

evidence of Thomas selling ships, possibly due to his connection with his father in law, John Langley.  

Thomas Allison Tennant is one of several locals petitioning for the extension of the railway between the Tees 

and the Coal District to the benefit of trade in the town, according to the Durham Chronicle of 19th April 1828. 

As was the case of his father in-law before him, Thomas is evidently keen to exploit the possibilities offered by 

the river Tees as a means of swift transportation of goods to and from London. The Globe of 30th April 1836 

sets out the background to the formation of the Thames and Tees Coal Trade Shipping Company, of which 

Tennant is a key stakeholder. 

The Durham Chronicle 14th September 1838 contains a notice that indicates Thomas Allison Tennant had a 

prestigious role as a member of the Committee for the Stockton and Durham County Bank. The bank was 

opened in that year.  

The press of the time 

outlines the developing maritime trade in Stockton as a key driver for the establishment of an independent 

bank “sustained by native capital and directed by native hands”. 

 

  

Figure 5 Durham County Advertiser 25th December 1824 
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Yorkshire Gazette 28th July 1838 
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The bank failed in 1846. The Durham Chronicle dated 12th 

June 1846 reports the cessation of business and the transfer 

of accounts to the National Provincial Bank of England.   

The advertisement for the sale of the building gives an 

insight into its interior features.  

 

Figure 6 Newcastle Courant 21st August 1846 
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The Manchester Courier and Lancashire General 

Advertiser 5th January 1839 shows the investment 

by Tennant and others in the development of the 

Stockton and Hartlepool Railway and Dock.  

 

 

Thomas Allison Tennant is recorded as a 

prominent citizen of Stockton. Like his father in 

law he appends his name to a notice in the press 

seeking assistance for mariners.  

 

 

Durham 

Chronicle - Saturday 01 

January 1825 
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Tennant is also appointed to the Stockton Board of Guardians according to the Newcastle Journal of 6th April 

1839.  

 

 

The 1834 Poor Law Amendment Act grouped parishes into unions, jointly responsible for the administration of 

poor relief in their 

areas. The union was 

responsible for the 
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setting up and operation of a workhouse as the principal means of distributing poor relief. Each union was 

governed by a Board of Guardians. 

Thomas Allison Tennant died aged 53 years on 27th May 1840. The Durham Chronicle 30th May 1840 records 

Thomas Allison Tennant as dying suddenly, “an eminent merchant and a valuable member of society whose 

loss will be severely felt, from the active part he had taken in promoting many important commercial and 

mining speculations.” 

The story of the family continues with Ann and her children. On 9th February the Durham County Advertiser 
1822 announced the birth of a daughter. Tragically, the same newspaper dated the 5th July 1823 records the 
loss of their daughter Jane.  Thomas Allison Tennant was baptised on 3rd June 1823 at Holy Trinity, Stockton 
and John Langley Tennant was baptised there on 2nd March 1827 There is also a daughter Ann Tennant 
baptised 1829 and a son, James Hett Tennant baptised on 23rd November 1835.  

 

The Durham Chronicle dated 30th September 1842 

contains an advertisement for the sale of a dwelling 

house and shop premises on Hartlepool High Street 

by order of the executers of Thomas Allison 

Tennant’s estate. 

 

 

 

 

The Newcastle Journal dated 2nd December 1843 

and several other publications at the time record the sale of the Rope Factory in Stockton after the death of 

Thomas Allison Tennant. The premises was under occupation by Swales, Tennant and Laidler. The Tennant 

referenced is John 

Langley Tennant.  
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 There are several advertisements for Tennant and Laidler Rope Makers in Stockton in the 1840s. The 1851 

Hagar’s Directory refers to John Langley Tennant as a Patent Rope Maker.  

 

Figure 7 Newcastle Journal 7th November 1846 

  By 1850 the company of Swales, Tennant and Laidler is dissolved, reported by the Perry's Bankrupt Gazette of 

25th May 1850 to be due to debts by Tennant.  

The demise of the company clearly had implications for each family, necessitating some ingenuity to 

reestablish themselves. The Whitby Gazette dated 15th October 1870 records the death of Robert Swales, 

printer and formerly of Spittal Bridge Ropery, Whitby. This obituary provides some clues as to the path taken 

by him after the dissolution of the partnership with John Langley Tennant. Robert Swales, Ropemaker, born in 

Stockton is recorded at Well Close Square, Ruswarp Whitby in the 1851 Census. He is found in the 1861 Census 

in Darlington as a bookseller and printer.  

 

Figure 8 Durham Chronicle 21st July 1854 

 

 

It is not clear what involvement, if any Thomas Allison Tennant had in his brother’s rope business but he 

clearly was in close contact with him in the mid 1800s. According to the 1841 Census Thomas Allison Tennant 

is a Colliery Viewer (manager), living in Hartlepool. By 1851 he is living with his mother Ann Tennant and his 

brother John, recorded at an unnumbered address on High Street Stockton. Ann is recorded as an Annuitant, 

indicating that she had independent financial means. She is living with her sons, Thomas, a Viewer and John. 

John is a Rope Maker, 

employing 6 boys and 

2 men. In the 1861 

Census Thomas and 
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John are railway clerks, residing as lodgers in Haffron Street, possibly reflecting the straitened circumstances 

after the failure of the rope business.  

According to the 1861 Census, Ann Tennant is lodging with Elizabeth Vale, also a widow of private means at a 

private house in the area of Acomb and Dringhouses, Yorkshire.  Ann is recorded as a land and fund owner. It 

may be that Ann sought to distance herself from her son’s failed venture.  

In subsequent years Thomas appears to have created a new life. Thomas Allison Tennant, formerly of Stockton 

sailmaker, late of Brisbane Queensland died 22nd October 1863. Probate was granted 5th March 1877 to his 

brother James Hett Tennant. It seems that Thomas had taken an opportunity to travel to the New World. 

There is a land sale record for Queensland for the year of Thomas’ death.  

In the late 1700s to the mid 1800s Britain transported more than 160,000 convicts from its overcrowded 

prisons to the Australian colonies, forming the basis of the first migration from Europe to Australia. In addition 

to this enforced migration, free settlers and assisted immigrats also chose to migrate to Australia to exploit 

opportunities there. There were many advertisements in the local press.  
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Newcastle Guardian and 

Tyne Mercury 1st April 

1848 
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Ann Tennant, the mother of the 3 Tennant boys returns to continue her life in Stockton. The 1871 census 

records Ann Tennant living at 137 High Street, Stockton with Thomas Robinson a railway porter. His wife 

Hannah is a confectioner. Ann is recorded as a lodger, again referenced as an annuitant. Her son John Langley 

Tennant is with her. His occupation is recorded as retired. The Northern Echo 29th July 1870 refers to Mrs 

Hannah Robinson, confectioner providing refreshments at the castle Eden Agricultural Show luncheon. 

We know that Ann Tennant, of Gretham but formerly of Stockton died on 1st February 1875. Her will was 

proved by Thomas Robinson, butcher of Stockton and William Ayre of Greatham, Farmer.  Her son Thomas 

predeceased her. Thomas Allison Tennant had died in Australia in 1863. John Langely Tennant died in July 

1875, a few months after his mother. This left only James.  

 

Figure 9 London Evening Standard 27th November 1875. 

The 1851 Census shows James Tennant, of Stockton, Thomas and Ann’s youngest son at school in Richmond. In 

the 1861 Census he is found as an officer aged 24 years at 45th North Camp Aldershot. The press chronicles his 

progress and his difficulties. In 1857 James’ promotion to Ensign – the lowest officer rank- by purchase is 

recorded in the Jersey Independent and Daily Telegraph 9th December 1857. In 1860 James is promoted to 

Lieutenant without purchase according to the London Gazette 6th November. In 1866 there follows the 

purchase of the rank of Captain as reported by The Army and Navy Gazette of 5th May of that year.  This was a 

common practice whereby an officer’s commission was bought.  

In 1868 a discipline matter where Captain James Hett Tennant was alleged to have been absent without leave 

was concluded with a reduction in rank.  
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 In the 1881 Census James Hett Tennant is in Marylebone, London with his wife, living on income from rents. 

Likewise, in the 1891 Census he is in London, recorded as living off his own means.  

James Hett Tennant of 7 Upper Montagu Square Middlesex, Gentleman died on 19th March 1893 at 16 Argyle 

Square London, leaving effects of £72. 4S and 4d to his widow Marie Maud Alice Tennant.  

C 1851 INMAN 

The 1851 Census records Matilda Inman, landed proprietor as resident at 1 High Street with her sister, 

Elizabeth, son Matthew and a servant. She was born as Matilda Morey in 1812 in North Marden Sussex. She 

married Matthew Inman in Fareham, Hampshire in 1837. The Oxford University and City Herald dated 19th 

August 1837 reports that the groom, Matthew Inman was the son of the Reverend James Inman of Saint John’s 

College, Cambridge, formerly professor of mathematics at the Royal Naval College. James Inman was a 

renowned for his authorship of Nautical Tables and for his expertise in war ship design. He was from Yorkshire, 

having attended Sedbergh school. Matilda’s father was Richard Morey of Portchester.  

The 1861 Census shows that Matilda Inman moved to Lowthorpe, Yorkshire, residing at Saint Martin’s Church. 

She is described as a landed proprietor. She is resident with the curate George Carey her brother in law and 

her sister Elizabeth. The marriage of Elizabeth Friend Morey, the fifth daughter of the late Richard Morey 

Esquire is recorded in the Manchester Courier and Lancashire General Advertiser of Saturday 5th February 

1853. Elizabeth Morey Matilda’s sister 

had been recorded in the 1851 Census 

with Matilda 10 years previously at 1 

High Street. The move from Stockton 

appears to have been prompted by 

Matilda’s sister’s marriage. 

Matilda’s husband, Matthew Inman 

featured in a list of the injured in San 

Sebastian Spain in 1836. The list of the 

wounded and an account of an attack 

on the British maritime force. The siege 

of San Sebastian took 

place during the 

Carlist Civil Wars, so Figure 10 Official List: Caledonian Mercury 23rd June 1836 
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called because of the conflict between the Carlistas- the conservative supporters of the late king's brother and 

the Liberales, the progressive supporters of the regent, Maria Christina. The military force was sent to Spain to 

support the Liberals. There are some graphic accounts of Matthew leading an attack against the Carlistas in the 

Dublin Evening Post dated 31st March 1836. An account of Matthew’s role was sent to his father Dr Inman 

according to the Naval and Military Gazette 9th April 1836.  

Matthew survived and there is an account in the Evening Chronicle 4th of July 1836 of his return to the 1st 

Lancers after sick leave due to injury in battle.  The order of San Fernando was awarded to Matthew Inman for 

his gallantry. 

It is not known why Matilda and her son take up residence on Stockton High street or why Matthew does not 

appear in any of the Census records with Matilda. The Moreys appear to have made links with Yorkshire 

through marriage. Mary Caroline, Matilda’s sister and Richard’s third daughter is married in Portchester to the 

Reverend Jas. Sabben of York on 2nd March 1840 according to the Leeds Intelligencer of 28th March 1840. 

Though born in Portsmouth, Sabben’s work as a clergyman took him North. In the 1841 Census he is at Fulford 

Ambo, Yorkshire with Mary Caroline. The 1851 and 1861 Census show James Sabben is rector of the Church of 

St Dennis, York. By 1871 he is resident at the vicarage in Mardon with Moxby, also Yorkshire. Also Matthew’s 

father originated in the region.  

The Durham Chronicle dated 30th April 1852 contains an advertisement for sale by auction of effects relating to 

a Mrs Inman from 16 Church Row, Stockton in consequence of her leaving Stockton. This may be our Matilda 

Inman as the date would tally with the occupation of 1 High Street with its subsequent tenants but the 

connection with Church Row, if any is not known.  

By 1861 Matilda’s son Matthew is no longer recorded living with his mother who is in Lowthorpe.. Census 

records for that year show a Matthew Inman aged 18 ½, born in Portchester on board HM ship Nemesis. This is 

likely to be Matilda’s son. The Portsmouth Times and Naval Gazette 26th August 1865 records Matthew’s 

dismissal from the navy.  

 

The Yorkshire Gazette dated 6th May 1865 reports the death of Matilda Inman at her sister Elizabeth and her 

husband the Reverend Carey’s address in Bridlington on 22nd April that year. There is no reference to her 

husband Matthew, indeed records show the death of a Matthew Inman in 1889 but it is not clear whether this 

Matilda’s husband. 

Matthew Inman senior was born on 14th March 1814 in Hampshire. Matthew and Matilda’s son Matthew 

Inman was born in Portchester in 1842. Whilst Matthew is known to have spent some of his early childhood at 

1 High Street, 

Stockton with 

Matilda, records show 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Regent
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Maria_Christina_of_the_Two_Sicilies
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he moved back to Hampshire. There is a record in the 1861 Census of Matthew Inman on board HM Ship 

Nemesis as clerk aged 18 ½. T 

James Inman had a son, the Reverend J.W Inman, Matthew junior’s uncle was head of a military school, 

preparing pupils for army and navy service according to the Army and Navy Gazette January 28th 1860.  It is 

likely that Matthew followed that route into the Navy. In the summer of 1847 the Reverend Inman had faced 

court proceedings that were widely reported in the press for the excessive punishment inflicted on a pupil at 

Grantham School where he was head teacher. According to the press the verdict of ‘Guilty’ was tempered with 

a recommendation for mercy. The England and Wales Criminal register 1791- 1891 confirms there was a case 

of assault heard on 25th June 1847. The Stamford Mercury 28th May 1847 contains a statement from the 

committee formed in order to take measures to rectify abuses. The lack of credibility at Grantham School 

presumably prompted the Reverend to return to Hampshire.  

The Portsmouth Times and Naval Gazette - Saturday 26 August 1865 recounts the circumstances that led to 

Matthew Inman’s dismissal from the navy. The incident may possibly be related to the death of his mother just 

a short time before.  

 

According to the 1881 Census, Matthew is a painter /artist lodging at an address in Mount Pleasant, Liverpool. 

The National Probate Calendar 1903 states that Matthew Inman, formerly of 1c Leece Street Liverpool died at 

the Liverpool Workhouse on 9th May 1886. It is recorded that he left his effects to Rose White Morey.  The 

circumstances of his residency at the workhouse are not known. 

The Moreys were relatives on Matthew’s mother Matilda’s side. Rose White Morey is found in the 1851 

Census in Stockton at Albert Place at the home of Henry her brother in law and her sister Agnes Barnes. Agnes 

, fourth daughter of the late Richard Marden Morey was married to Harry Barnes, Solicitor in Hampshire in 

August 1839. Rose is recorded in that census as a landed proprietor. Rose was Matthew Inman’s aunt. The 

death of Mr Richard Marden Morey, Yeoman is reported in the Hampshire Telegraph of 7th May 1827. Born in 

1826, Rose was only an infant when her father died.  
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C 1858 HOPKINSON 

The 1841 Census -which is prior to her occupation of 1 High Street- shows Sarah Hopkinson, is a widow. By the 

1851 census she has moved again and is a Grocer. At some point after this she takes up residence at 1 High 

Street. According to the 1858 Post Office Directory, Sarah Hopkinson is keeping a Lodging House at this 

location.  

The 1858 Post Office Directory also records James Austin Waddington Professor of Music at 1 High Street so it 

is feasible that he was a lodger there. By 1861 Sarah has left 1 High Street and is a housekeeper in Bishopton 

Road, Stockton. James Waddington, Professor of Music  is recorded as the head of the household living there 

with his wife. It appears that Sarah has been engaged by the couple to work for them at that address.  

C 1860 BROWN 

It is believed that 1 High Street was occupied during the period 1860-61 by Edith & Ann Brown, Milliners & 

Dress makers 

C 1861 MATTHEWMAN 

Isabella Matthewman is recorded at 1 High Street in the 1861 Census. She is stated to be  a Boarding House 

Keeper, residing there with her daughters who are milliners, a government school teacher and a school pupil. 

There are 2 lodgers at the address. Isabella was the widow of Alexander Matthewman, a Master Mariner who 

died at sea in October 1849. Before living at 1 High Street, Isabella was resident at 1 King Street.  

C 1855 OAKES 

The first record of the premises as a public house is in the period 1855-56 where it is referred to as the 

Lambton Castle Hotel under Mr Oakes. 

C 1864 SUDRON 

In 1864 the premises was under the occupation of M Sudron. 

C 1865 MATTHEWMAN 

In 1865 there is reference to MJ & M Matthewman, Milliners & Dress makers and thereafter in 1868, Mrs M 

Matthewman. It is possible the Matthewman family were on the upper floors.  

C 1871 LAMBTON CASTLE: HAMMOND 

The 1871 Census records 1 High Street as being a public house, the Lambton Castle Inn. Robert Hammond is in 

residence with his wife, Margaret. Slaters 1876 Directory records the premises under Robert Hammond. 

Robert Hammond’s presence is evident in advertisements for events at the premises dating back to 1873.  

Robert Hammond met an untimely death. The Daily Gazette for Middlesborough 7th January 1879 records an 
inquest into his death after he was found drowned. A witness George Iceton stated he had been to the Blue 
Post Inn with Hammond and they had refreshments together. Whilst in the Inn, the deceased gave him his 
watch to get it repaired and also a cigar holder for safe keeping. They left at eleven o’clock in the company of a 
Mr Walton,  a builder. They were “quite sober” and the deceased “appeared to be in good mental and bodily 
health and was hearty 
and jocular.” 
Hammond walked a 
few yards behind 
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Walton and Iceton. After they had gone some distance on the way home they suddenly missed Hammond. It 
was assumed that Hammond had gone home. The witness saw nothing further of him till his body was picked 
up in the Tees on Saturday. It was concluded that there was no evidence to show how he came to drown, 
though there was reference to a letter from his wife addressed from Ushaw Farm stating the gas bill had been 
received and needed paying  “otherwise the creditors would take him.”  

It may be that Hammond had marital and financial difficulties. The witness states that Hammond attended 
Carlisle Races in June and had not returned to Stockton for nine weeks and returned to find he was no longer 
Landlord of the Lambton Inn. The headline in the Newcastle Courant, Friday 10 January 1879 and the Durham 
Country Advertiser of the same day give the same account but report the event as a suspected suicide.  

C 1879 W FARTHING 

W Farthing is recorded at the Lambton Castle Inn in the Postal Directory 1879. William Farthing, publican is 

recorded at the premises with his wife and children and a general servant in the 1881 Census.  

By the 1891 Census William Farthing and his wife Ann have retired and are living with their son Joseph who is 

Innkeeper at the Albion Inn.  

C 1881 TONER 

Nicholas Edward Toner took over from William Farthing from 1881 to 1887. 

C 1890 WRIGHT 

The 1890 Trade Directory records George Wright at the premises and the 1891 Census shows George Wright, 

his wife, sons and servant at the Lambton Castle Inn.  

Sleightholme 

The 1894 Directory records Number 1 High Street as the Lambton Castle Inn under R.D Sleightholme  

C 1896 BONNER 

By 1896 the premises is under A Bonner 

C 1899 FOXALL 

By 1899 is under J Foxall 

C 1898 CHRISP & SON  

The 1898-1899 Ward’s Directory records J Chrisp & Son as owners with the premises managed by A Bonner.  

The 1899 Ordanance Survey Map records the premises as a public house. 

The 1900-1901 Ward’s Directory records the Innkeeper as J Chrisp and Son and the manager as J Foxall.  

The 1901 Census records George Wood Russell as manager. He resides at the premises with his wife, his sister-

in-law, his children and niece. The 1902-1903 and 1904-1905 Ward’s Directory records J Chrisp and Son with G 

Russell as manager. The 1906-1907 Ward’s Directory shows ownership still with Chrisp and Son and the 

manager is T.R Smith. 

In the 1908- 1909 

Wards Directory the 

Lambton Castle is 
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recorded at 1 High Street but there are no details of management or occupants.  

1900-05 (Owners J Chrisp & Sons.) 

C 1902 RUSSELL 

G Russell is licensee from 1902-05   

C 1906 SMITH 

By 1906 TR Smith is at the property.  

C 1910 WATT 

The Ward’s Directories from 1910-1911 through to the 

1914- 1915 edition record the Lambton Castle Inn as 

owned by The North Eastern Breweries Ltd with W.M 

Watt as manager.  

The 1911 Census finds William Montague Watt at the 

Lambton Castle Inn. He is the hotel manager and resides 

there with his wife Edith and his daughter and a servant. 

The premises is stated to be a 7 room property. William 

Watt is in the 1914 Trade Directory at the address.  

William Montague Watt signed up for service in the army 

on 12th December 1915, aged 37 years . At the time of his 

attestation he was manager of the Lambton Castle Hotel, 

Stockton. The Great War, or World War I began in July 1914 

and went on to claim the lives of 16 million people.  

By the end of 1915, the war had already  brought Zeppelin 

Raids, unrestricted warfare on merchant shipping, the start 

of trench warfare and the deployment of gas at the battle 

of Ypres.  

William was no doubt aware of the impetus to  show 

support to the war locally. Stockton, as elsewhere 

experienced a rush of recruits in response to a new scheme 

initiated by Lord Derby to increase numbers. Lord Derby 

was appointed Director-General of Recruitment in 1915.  

Under the Derby scheme men could give their voluntary 

'assent' to being called up if necessary; the government in 

turn promised to call up married men last. The Derby 

Scheme did not produce enough men to fulfil army 

recruitment demands and consequently was superseded by 

conscription.  

Figure 11 Mayor Enlists: Dundee Courier (3rd December 1915) 

 

Figure 12 Western Gazette 10th December 1915 
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 This enlistment accounts for the change of 

management to Mr J Lacey who is in the role for the 

remainder of the war. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

C 1911 LACEY 

James Lacey features in the 1911 Census as a Billard Room Manager living in Shaftsbury Terrace Thornaby.  He 

is likely  to be the J Lacey who subsequently worked at the Lambton Castle Inn. He would have been in his 50s 

when the war broke out.  

James Lacey is reported to have been the Billiard Champion of Stockton, playing an exhibition match against 

William Maughan the amateur champion of the North East in according to the Northern Echo 23rd November 

1894. 

The 1917-1918, 1921-1922 Ward’s Directory records J Lacey as manager of the Lambton Castle Inn.  

C 1924 BRIDGES 

1924-1925 Ward’s Directory records the manager as R Bridges for the North Eastern Breweries.  

C 1926 MERCHANT  

The 1926- 1927 Ward’s Directory records J Smith as the manager. The 1928-1928 shows H.H Merchant as 

manager.  

C 1930 SCRIVEN 

The 1930-1931 Ward’s Directory records J.H  Scriven at the address. 

 

 

Figure 13 Daily Gazette for Middlesbrough 6th December 1915 
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C 1932 CARROLL 

The 1932- 1933 Ward’s Directory records F. G Carroll at the address.  

C 1934 LLOYD 

A.R Lloyd is at The Lambton Castle Inn from the 1934-1935 to 1938-1939 Ward’s Directory. A.R Lloyd is 

resident at the address according to the 1939 Register.  

C 1958 BOYLE 

T Boyle is at the premises in 1958   

The Curtis Directory 1955- 1956 records the Lambton Castle Hotel as manager by Albert R Llyod.  

 


