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INTRODUCTION 

The research to create a timeline of the historic buildings of Stockton has drawn on 

resources such as trade directories, newspapers and census information. Whilst we have 

been able to construct some quite detailed pictures, there are gaps which we would like to 

fill. If you have any further information that could assist us, please contact 

Eleanor.blyth@stoctkon.gov.uk.  

We would like to thank volunteers who have worked on the timelines. 

 

 

The Royal Oak has been on the high street since the early 1800s 
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HUNTER 

In the 1851 Census Robert’s father James 

is recorded as a Hotel Keeper at 61 High 

Street Stockton. Robert is a Bailiff with the 

County Court. On 11th January 1855 the 

marriage of Robert Hunter to Ann Peachy 

is recorded at Holy Trinity, Stockton. James 

Hunter is associated with the Vane Arms, 

Stockton.  

By the 1861 Census Robert Hunter is 

resident at the Royal Oak with his wife and 

children. His continued occupation of the 

Royal Oak is evident in the 1871 Census 

where he appears with his wife, children, 

his mother in law Elizabeth Peachy and 

servants.  

Robert moves from the Royal Oak to the 

Vane Arms. This may be liked to the death 

of his father James who died on 13th 

January 1869. The National Probate 

Calendar records Robert Hunter, Licensed Victualler as executor. James’s effects are 

recorded in the category of under £3,000. This ties in with William Kirkup being recorded as 

in residence at the Royal Oak by this time.  

In 1874 Robert’s daughter Martha Dorothea’s death aged 9 is recorded and the obituary 

states the death occurred at the Vane Arms.  

In 1878 an advertisement in the York Herald of 5th December 1878 for a post at the Vane 

Arms with applicants to address themselves to Robert Hunter indicates that Robert is active 

at the Vane Arms.  

Robert Hunter died on 14th November 1880, his address being recorded in the press as the 

Vane Arms.  

Hartlepool Northern Daily Mail - Tuesday 23 November 1880 

The National Probate Calendar records the estate of Robert Hunter, Inn Keeper and Farmer 

as under £800, equivalent to approximately £12,000 today.   

Robert’s interest in racehorses is evident in several notices where he is advertising horses 

for sale and an 

Figure 1 

Figure 2  
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article about the loss of his newly acquired racehorse in 1868.  

Leicester Mail 27th June 1868.   

 

KIRKUP 

In the 1871 Census William Hepple Kirkup 

is recorded at 20 High Street, Stockton. 

His occupation is recorded as a grocer and 

provisions merchant, employing 2 men 

and a boy. He is resident there with his 

wife, children and a servant. William 

Hepple Kirkup is later to take on the role 

of manager of the Royal Oak. At this point 

the manager is Robert Hunter who is 

resident with his wife, children and 

servant.  

During the period 1876 to 1881 there 

are several accounts in the press that 

refence Kirkup’s role, from the Royal 

Oak, in local events and give us an 

indication of the variety of amusements 

on offer.  The Carlisle Examiner 15th June 

1878, for example describes a wrestling 

event with participants from across the 

North. In 1879 there was a Cherry Fair.  

There is also reference to providing refreshments at the Cleveland Agricultural Show in the 

Northern Echo 25th July 1879. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 3 Ecelsior Gala Company's: Northern Echo (1st July 1876) 

Figure 4 Stockton Statue Cherry Fair: Northern Echo (16th July 1879) 
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The 1881 Commercial Directory for 

Stockton-on-Tees records William Hepple 

Kirkup at number 19 High Street as a 

painter with a separate entry for him for the 

Royal Oak as Licensed Victualler.  

In 1881 the Royal Oak, occupied by W.H 

Kirkup is advertised for sale in the Northern 

Evening Mail 11th June of that year.  

Figure 5 Belle Vue Recreation: Hartlepool Northern Daily Mail (26th May 1879) 

Figure 6 Norton Flower Show: The Northern Echo (23 August 

1879) 
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The death of William Hepple Kirkup is recorded in the registers in January 1900. The 

Northern Echo January 19th 1900  contains the announcement of William’s death.  

 

 

January 20, 1900 - 

Northern Echo - 
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The Probate Calendar records the death as occurring on 16th January. His estate was valued 

at £768 10s and 6d, over £65, 000 in today’s money. The Daily Gazette for 

Middlesbrough 30th April 1900 contains details of the probate process.  
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The England and Wales Probate Calendar 1900 records William Hepple Kirkup as being at 

the Half Moon Hotel.  

 

William is registered as a Freemason subscribing to the Lodge of Philanthropy from 1888.  

Founder of licensed victuallers association *** 

Thomas 

The assumption of a role in the management of the Royal Oak by Mr D Thomas is recorded 

in the Jarrow Express - Friday 14 October 1892.  
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Mr D Thomas of 

the Royal Oak, 



 

10 
 

This document was classified as: OFFICIAL 

Stockton is recorded as renting the refreshment booth at Beverly Racecourse for the annual 

summer meeting for a fee of £177 according to the Hull daily Mail 10th May 1907, 

confirming his in occupation of the address at this time.  

The Newcastle daily Chronicle of 28th July 1896 provides details of the Stockton Boat Race 

and Mr Thomas of the Royal Oak’s involvement.  

 

 

 

The 1879 Directory records W.H Kirkup at the Royal Oak. The 1881 Directory records 

William Kirkup, General Printer at the address.  

By the 1881 Census William Hepple Kirkup is recorded as Printer, Inn Keeper. He is living 

with his wife and 4 children, Elizabeth Duforer, widowed mother in law grandmother and 

her son who is a printer as well as a servant.  

In August 1881 the Royal Oak is advertised in the Hartlepool Northern Daily Mail as being 

for sale by auction.  

Hartlepool Northern Daily Mail 19th August 1881 
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Figure 7 https://picturestocktonarchive.com/2017/07/14/the-royal-oak-stockton-high-street/ 

 

Photograph 1 https://picturestocktonarchive.com/2014/03/21/stockton-high-street-12/ 

 

https://picturestocktonarchive.com/2017/07/14/the-royal-oak-stockton-high-street/


 

12 
 

This document was classified as: OFFICIAL 

In 1885 a scandal was reported at a High Street hotel 

when the bigamous marriage of the landlord, 

referenced only as ‘Tom’ was revealed by his first 

wife’s arrival at the Inn to confront him. ‘Tom’ is 

reported as fleeing the area for fear of prosecution. 

The story was widely reported nationally.  

The tale is continued in the North Eastern Daily 

Gazette 23rd September 1885 when it is reported that 

the bigamist husband had returned, having only fled to 

his mother at Middlesbrough. The two wives were 

reported as getting along famously!  

The identity of ‘Tom’ is revealed by the Preston Herald 

of September 26th 1855 as being the landlord of the 

Royal Oak, Stockton High Street.  

 

 

CIRCA 1888 THOMAS 

In the 1888-1899 , 1900-1901 and 1902-1903 and 1904-1905 Ward’s Directory record 19 

High Street as under D Thomas, Inn Keeper.  

The Royal Oak continues under the management of D Thomas in the 1906-1907 Directory. 

The Royal Oak is registered within the 1908-1909 Ward’s Directory as under the 

management of J McGuckin.  

CIRCA 1910 

The 1910-1911, 1912-1913 Wards Directory records R Kay at the Royal Oak.  

The 1911 Census 

records Angus 
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Scott a widow as hotel manageress with her daughter Catherine Cecilia Scott and a servant 

Gertrude Shipley. There are 9 rooms recorded at the address.  

 

 

 

 

 

 


