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Yarm Viaduct

Yarm Viaduct was built by the Leeds Northern Railway to extend the Leeds & Thirsk Railway Line
from Northallerton to Stocktoron-Tees.

It was designed by Thomas Grainger and John Bourne, engineers from Edinburgh.

Construction began in 1848 and
became a remarkable feat of
engineering.  All  the  building
materials had to hauled into position
by teams of horses, and a pulley
system as there were no mechanical |
cranes or excavators at that time.
The viaduct was completed however |
in just over four years, at a cost of |
£44,550. 5




The viaduct is half a mile, or almost 695 metres, long and approximately 7 million bricks were used
to build it.

It has 43 arches, two of which span the River Tees, and are 65 feet high.

The viaduct wasfficially opened
on 18" May 1852

The viaduct carries the line from
Stockton and Middlesbrough to
Northallerton, Thirsk and York,
and is used by both passenger
and freight trains. There is a
footpath along the river bank
giving good views of the bridges
at Yarm.

Three years after the

opening, it was to claim

the first of a number of

fatalities. On an
exceptionally dark wet

night, a train overshot the

platform and an
unsuspecting stranger to

the area in alighting from

his carriage, stepped over

the parapet and fell 74 ft.

An inquest jury
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the years there have also

been a numbr of suicides

on the viaduct.




YarmMarket andFair

Over 800 years ago, King John awarded the Lord of Sk&t&iar de Brughe right to hold a wekly
market on Thursdays in Yarm. He also allowed Yarm to het annual one-day fairs. The fairs
were to be held on the Feast of the Ascensiand the Feast of St. Mary Magdalene, who is the
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In 1674, Charles Il issued a new chartetich granted N\
permissionfor 4 annual fairs each year, as well as theekly '
Thursday market.

By 1867, the Thursday markets and 3 of the annual fairs had
ceased to exist, leaving onlgd last fair whichis stillheld in
October, andhad beenlengthened to lasthree days.

Originally, the October Fair was intended for the sale of
horses and horned cattle on the first day, and sheep and
cheese on the second day. When ttierd day wasadded,

horses werdrom then on only sold on the first dagattle on j
the second, with sheepnd cheese being sold on the third
day. ‘

The local cheese sold at the fair was of very good quality, and

was so popular that about 500 tons of cheese were brought

to the fair. However, by 1880, the sale of the cheeses and

other merchandise began to deatinand by the beginning of World War 2, with the introduction of
rationing, cheeses ceased to be sold altogether.
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Yarm Fair waslso oncefamous
for the sale of Cleveland Bay
horses, and they were in great
demand as they could be used as
pack horsesor coach horses, and
also carriage horses.

Sales of horses and sheep mostly -
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In the early daysf the fair, visitors were entertained by strolling musicians, travelling acrobats and
jugglers, showmen with daecing bears and performindpgs, and fortune tellers.

However, in the last 100 years, these acts have gradually been replaced with modern amusements
and mechanical fairground rides.

Nowadays, the travellers begin to arrive on a Tuesday in October to set up with the officiaigppen

on Thursday, with the main fair day being the Saturday. The Blessing of the Fair takes place on
Saturday morning at 10.45 am, next to the Dodgems, with the Riding of the Fair at 11 am when a
large eighteenth century horn is blown and horses are siithged up and down the High Street.




Interesting Buildings in Yarm

Town Hall

Before Yarm had a Town Hallhiad a toll
booth. This toll boothhad a bell that was
rungto let people know if there was a largg
flood or a fire.In 1710 the toll booth was
knocked down and the Town Hall was bu
by the Lord of the ManofThe bell was kept
and moved to the Town HalDn theground
level ofthe Town Hallthere wasa market
space with eight open arches and abavas
a courthousefor magistratesto hear cases
In 1888 two of the arches were blocked u
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and laterin the 1930sother arches were
blocked up so that there could be toilets and a bus shelter.

On the south side of the Town Hall there are markéshss
showing how high the floods were in 1771 and 1881. You can
also find two plaques on this side of the Town Hall; one to
honour the local members of the first railway committee and
another to remember the men from Yarm who died during the
Boer War.

Yarm Methodist ChapelChapeWynd

Yarm Methodist Chapeatas built in 1763 and was visited

not long after by the famous Methodist leader, John
Wesley. Even though John Weslglayed a part in the

building of fourteen octagonal chapel¥arm Methodist
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The Ketton Ox Pub

This is one of the oldest buildings on Yarm High Street
and was named after an ox raised by a man called
Charles CollingOxen at that time would only cost £20
but this ox was so special that somebody offereghdy
£2,000for it!
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