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editorial. 

I T is w i t h no fanfare of trumpets that we send forth to-day the 
first number of " T h e S t o c k t o n i a n . " No such proc lamat ion 

is necessary : we trust to excel lence alone to mer i t r e w a r d and 
b r i n g success to our Magazine. W e m a y not be rev iewed in 
g l o w i n g eu log is t ic t e r m s ; w e m a y not be regarded w i t h jealous 
eyes by our leading L o n d o n contemporaries . B u t do we w i s h or 
expect these th ings? No. W h a t we do expect—and we k n o w 
our expectat ions w i l l be rea l i zed—is that " T h e S t o c k t o n i a n / 
resurrected from the ashes of " E x c e l s i o r , " w i l l be welcomed and 
cherished by every boy and g i r l in school . L e t it be in very 
t ruth The Magazine of Stockton Secondary School . 

Some c a r p i n g c r i t i c may say, 1 1 Is a magaz ine w o r t h a l l the 
t r o u b l e ? " " I s it a n e c e s s i t y ? " A l l such questions m a y be 
answered very s imply—y es. A n y t h i n g w h i c h tends to strengthen 
the corporate life of the s c h o o l : a n y t h i n g w h i c h k indles interest 
in and love for the school : a n y t h i n g , in short, w h i c h w i l l help us 
proudly to say " O u r S c h o o l , " is w o r t h a l l the trouble in the 
w o r l d . W e hope the magaz ine w i l l , in a measure, help to real ize 
this ideal , so we m a k e no apology for our pub l i ca t ion . O u r 
motto , if not our name, is ever " E x c e l s i o r . " W e have put our 
hands to the plough : we w i l l not look back. 

A t first we were in a state of t repidat ion, for contr ibut ions 
were s low to a r r ive . T a l e n t seemed for a t ime to l ie dormant . 
T h e editor 's eye was bedimmed w i t h tears as each day he opened 
the " Magazine B o x . " I t was the oft repeated story of " the 
empty b o x . " H i s dejected, lorn look must have touched a note 
<>! sympathy , for a t last the floodgates were opened, and a tide of 
l i t e rary lore flowed i n . T o a l l w h o have l o y a l l y helped us by 
cont r ibut ing , we return heartiest thanks , and we w o u l d say here 
that as our space is l i m i t e d and our contr ibut ions m a n y , we have 
been re luctant ly compel led to defer publ icat ion of cer ta in ar t ic les 
u n t i l our next issue. 

O n e or t w o of the leading features of our magaz ine require 
special ment ion , a n d the first is our " O l d P u p i l s ' P a g e . " A 
school , t r u l y , does not prove " a n a b i d i n g c i t y , " and the " m a n y 
change and p a s s " w i t h each succeeding year. W e should l i k e , 
however , to t h i n k that the interest in the school a n d its doings 
does remain, and it is w i t h the object of fostering this sp i r i t that we 
have an " O l d P u p i l s ' P a g e . " I t is the duty of every boy a n d g i r l to 
br ing the magaz ine to the notice of those who nave left school . 
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O u r C o m p e t i t i o n Page should prove an a t t r a c t i v e feature. 
I n this number we announce compet i t ions v a r i e d in character to 
su i t the tastes of every boy a n d g i r l in school . L e t us have a 
record entry. Y o u c a n enter w i t h o u t g a i n i n g a prize, but y o u 
cannot ga in a prize w i t h o u t enter ing. 

Hut now t i m e creeps on apace, and the ed i tor ia l fount of 
insp i ra t ion is r u n n i n g dry. I t is as w e l l there is l i t t l e more to 
say. W e make one last appeal. R e m e m b e r " T h e S t o c k t o n i a n " 
is a magaz ine for the pupi l s by the pupi ls . I ts success is in your 
hands. L e t it have a n unprecedented c i r c u l a t i o n ! ! ! 

T^be editor 's Dream. 
The night w a s fair, the E d i t o r slept, and sweet was the dream 

he dreamed. 
H e sat a t ease in his b ig a r m c h a i r — o r th i s is the w a y it seemed—. 
H e read through manuscr ipts long and short, and lo, ' t w a s a n 

age of g o l d ! 
F o r every bi t of the verse w o u l d scan , and none of the jokes 

were o ld ! 
A n d the E d i t o r smi led a happy smi le , a n d heaved a contented s igh , 
A n d slept the sleep of the T r u l y Just , w h i l e the hours went 

s l i p p i n g by. 

T h e E d i t o r entered .his room a t ten, w i t h a confident, cheerful a i r , 
A n d eyed w i t h a smi le the orderly pi le that lay on the table there ; 
Manuscr ipts long a n d manuscr ipts short ,—blossoms and tender 

green 
C u l l e d from a G a r d e n of Y o u n g Ideas, where never a b l ight h a d 

been. 
A n d he felt the pride that a gardener feels, and thought of his 

F l o w e r S h o w — 
A n d he l i t t l e k n e w w h a t the future he ld ; poor fe l low, h o w 

could he k n o w ? 

T h e E d i t o r sat in his room at one, and grey w a s his mat ted h a i r , 
A n d his eyes were fixed on the table-top in a w i l d , unseeing stare. 
H e had read through manuscr ipts long and short, and his heart 

w a s sad a n d co ld , 
F o r not one bi t of the verse w o u l d scan, and a l l of the jokes 

were o ld ! 
T h e n he thought of a l l he had hoped a n d dreamed, and he 

groaned a fearful groan. 

* * * * 

A h ! the E d i t o r ' s life is a b i t ter l ife, and he ploughs h i s furrow 
alone. 
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H Spanish Carnival. 
L a s t year I w a s in F e r r o l , near C o r u i i a , in S p a i n , at the 

t ime of the C a r n i v a l and had the pleasure of seeing and t a k i n g 
part in i t . 

I t is held every year in the month of February, and on this 
occasion the people dress in b r i l l i a n t l y coloured dresses and fancy 
costumes and on their faces they wear masks. T h e y parade the 
streets in groups l aughing , s inging, and very often p l a y i n g upon 
gui tars or concert inas. Perhaps one group w i l l accost another in 
cheerful but assumed voices, and at other times they w i l l throw a 
handful of confetti over each other. 

T h e people from their balconies throw coloured paper 
streamers from one side of the street to the other, w h i c h , hang ing 
suspended, give the street quite a gay appearance. The l i t t l e 
ch i ldren arc dressed as l lowers, pages a n d c l o w n s , etc., and they 
a l l look very picturesque. T h e y dance when they hear any music , 
and , as they dance very w e l l , it is a pleasure to see them. 

In the evenings there are fancy-dress ba l l s . A l l the dancers 
have their faces masked u n t i l the c lock s tr ikes twe lve . T h e 
dancers dance in the body of the h a l l , w h i l s t the spectators occupy 
the boxes overhead. T h e y toss paper streamers from boxes on 
one side of the theatre to boxes on the other side u n t i l they are so 
t h i c k l y interwoven that it is di f l icult to see w h a t is go ing on 
below. T h e dancers give over danc ing because they are knee-
deep in confetti a n d paper streamers, a n d before they go home 
they have confetti fights in w h i c h kings fight fairies, monks fight 
c lowns , and gipsies light w i t h comets a n d so on. 

E . D . , F o r m I I I i . 

Spring, 
" S p r i n g has come ! L e t a l l s ing praises , " 

C h i r p e d the bird upon the t r e e ; 
" S p r i n g has come ! A w a k e sweet daisy , 

F o r I w a n t to s ing to thee." 
F r o m their w inter ' s sleep, the flowers 

Rose to greet the sun's bright rays , 
Rose unmindful of the shower-. 

A s the birds t r i l l e d forth their lays . 

T h e n the t a l l , bare trees and hedges. 
Soon were c lothed in garments green. 

I n the ponds the moss and sedges, 
C o m i n g forth enhanced the scene. 

E v e r y t h i n g was br ight , and gladness 
Seemed to echo through the vales . 

Snow had vanished ; vanished sadness, 
V a n i s h e d co ld a n d winter gales. K . S . L . 
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iNature JVotes. 

A C O U N T R Y W A L K . 

There is a lonely walk from Berwick along the banks of the Tweed, 
which leads into a beautiful wood In spring the grass is covered with 
the blossoms of the primrose, and violets are found in great profusion 
In the trees there are many nests, chiefly thrushes' nests The eggs of the 
thrush arc light blue and slightly mottled at one end. I once found a 
robins' nest in a sandy bank. It was made almost entirely of moss. 
Yellow buntings' nests are to be found on the banks of the river. The 
eggs are small and white and slightly mottled. C. 

T H E H O R S E - C H E S T N U T T R E E 

The horse-chestnut tree is a very large tree, conical in shape, and 
with a great many branches. The flowers are very pretty and have a rich 
scent. Some of them are white and pink : others are white and yellow. 
The coming of spring is foretold by this tree, as it is the first to open its 
buds. Every twig is terminated by a bud. When the end of March draws 
near, the ground beneath the tree is strewn with tinted scales. Th i s tree 
wi l l grow in most situations, but it flourishes best in a rich loamy soil. 

P . F 

T H E S O R R O W F U L H E D G E H O G . 

One summer evening, while walking down a country lane, I saw a 
hedgehog. It crossed the road in front of me, so I ran after it. 1 caught it, 
put it into my handkerchief, and brought it home. I put it into the garden 
and left it there all night. Next day I went to look at it, and I saw great 
tear drops falling from its eyes. I came to the conclusion that it had 
young and was crying for them. I at once took it to where I found it. 

J .V .F . 

C L O U D S . 

The part of Nature Study in which I am most interested is that 
dealing with clouds. There is a great variety of clouds The Cumulus, 
or heaped clouds, begin to form in the morning and rise higher in the sky 
and grow bigger during the day. In the evening they sink again. 

The Stratus Clouds are like sheets, and are arranged horizontally 
in the sky. The sun produces very pretty colour effects on this kind of 
cloud. The colours, at sunset, vary from orange to grey. 

It is quite impossible to imitate in a painted picture the beautiful 
colours and forms which are commonly seen in a fine sunset. E.B. 
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S u n s e t s 

The light <»f day is in the western sky, 
A n d s i n k i n g s l o w l y into banks of c loud 
Which, bathed in light, approach ing night defy 
A n d form the set t ing of a g l i t t e r i n g c r o w d 
( ) f d a z z l i n g sunbeams, w h i c h w i t h d iamonds vie, 
A n d kiss the drapings of an azure sky. 

Then gorgeous t ints of g l o w i n g cr imson shade 
T h e evening s k y , and rosy l ights enfold 
T h e s h i m m e r i n g clouds, whose brightest glories fade, 
A n d y i e l d their place to streaks ol g l e a m i n g gold, 
W h i l e the n o w blood red sphere, in c louds enfurled, 
Is b idd ing farewel l to a s i lent w o r l d . A . P . , I V B . 

Combine lunior 2 B . 
T o m k i n s junior , the dist inguished oracle of j B, was 

h a v i n g an e x c i t i n g week. O n three successive occasions, a little 
misunderstanding w i t h his teacher concerning the preparation of 
lessons had condemned h i m to w h a t his bosom fr iend, Bungay, 
play fu l l y termed " H a r d labour in the upper regions." A s i m i l a r 
misunderstanding with his beloved parent on the previous evening 
had had more las t ing results, and T o m k i n s had felt himself com­
pelled to acknowledge the truth of the old maxim that " t h e 
hand is sometimes might ier than the s w o r d . " To-day, too, his 
definition of a skeleton as " a person's bones w i t h the meat 
picked off" had exc i ted in c lass the derisive laughter of B r a m b l e 
junior. Tomkins had r i g h t l y interpreted this as a s l ight upon 
his character , and promptly inv i ted the audacious B r a m b l e to 
morta l combat . The challenge was immedia te ly accepted, and 
despite the sage adv ice of the ever-fa ithful Bungay, T o m k i n s had 
been compel led to quit the field of batt le , minus a h i therto very 
conspicuous tooth. So, as he sadly wended his w a y towards h i s 
nat ive Norton, the wor ld seemed dark and cheerless. Savage ly 
k i c k i n g at a s tray clog, and m a k i n g hideous faces at an a d m i r i n g 
lady acquaintance then on the other side of the road, he t i m i d l y 
entered the house. 

A good tea w i t h his favourite s t rawberry j a m soon re-
invigorated the m a r t i a l - s p i r i t of Tomkins. Mis courage returned, 
and anyway, as he informed his sympathetic mother, that tooth 
had been a c h i n g for a long t ime. G o o d resolutions came to h i m , 
and w i t h them he took out pen, ink and paper, and set to work-
on his essay for the morrow. L i t e r a t u r e had never been a strong 
point w i t h Tomkins, but tO-nigllt the Muse w a s w i t h h i m and by 
the help of one inch of penholder to aid d igest ion, he w r o t e — 
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" The c a m i n e l is a sheep of the dessert. I t is ca l led a hunchback 
because it has a h u m p on its back. T h e c a m m e l is very 
payshcnt and w i l l l ie down and die w i t h o u t a grone, but when 
it is angry it gets its back up w h i c h is ca l led t a k i n g the hump. 
The shepherds of camels is ca l l ed Arabs . W h e n they l i ve in 

towns , they are ca l l ed Street A r a b s . W h e n the c a m m e l goes 
on a journey, it puts as m u c h water as it w a n t s in a bag in its 
s tomach . Y o u c a n get this water by p u t t i n g a cup clown its 
throat . T h e B i b l e says that it is easier for a c a m m e l to go 
through the eye of a needle than for a r ich man to get into 
H e a v e n . That is w h y I get only a penny a week pocket-
money. I suppose father is a f ra id I s h a l l get r i ch . F r o m 
cammels , we get c h i l l e d meat a n d brushes w h i c h are got by 
p u l l i n g the a n i m i l e ' s tale. T h e s e brushes are used for p a i n t i n g 
houses and ladies. The cammel ' s young is ca l l ed dnunadar ies , 
from w h i c h we get kettle-drums. '* 

T h i s done, and h a v i n g put his s ignature Cflesar Augustus 
W i l l i e Tomkins —in large letters at the bottom, he placed a 
cushion on the a r m of the COW h, carefully drew oil his coat and 
wais tcoat and handed them to an imaginary Bungay,stripped up 
his sh i r t sleeves far enough to d isplay a purely i m a g i n a r y muscle , 
and then to the utter horror and amazement of his mother beat 
the a i r w i l d l y w i t h both a rms . F o r a moment the issue w a s 
doubtful . T h e n , warding off a fierce b low, he came to close 
quarters, and w i t h a terrific upper-cut knocked the i m a g i n a r y 
B r a m b l e to the floor. 

Cbc fairy JVIaidcn of t h c B l u c kake. 
Y e s , he had cer ta in ly lost his way . It was most a n n o y i n g , 

thought P r i n c e F a i r s t a r , as he looked despairingly about h i m in 
the hope of finding his w a y out of this dense forest in w h i c h he 
found himself . H e a n d h i s fol lowers had been h u n t i n g , and 
somehow in the midst of an e x c i t i n g chase he had lost s ight of 
both his followers and quarry . Since then he had been trying t«» 
get out of the forest, but his endeavours only seemed to result in 
his los ing h imse l f more complete ly in the dense undergrowth a n d 
huge trees. 

W i t h a w o r d of encouragement to his t ired ^teed, he rode on 
to w h a t looked l i k e an opening in the trees. A r r i v e d there, he 
paused in bew i lderment at the scene before h i m . 

H e w a s in a large open space in the shape, roughly speaking , 
of a c i r c l e ; but the object that caught his a t tent ion more than 
any other w a s a lake whose waters were of so b r i l l i a n t a shade of 
blue as to g ive every th ing w i t h i n the c i r c l e , a faint azure t inge. 
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T h e prince, h a v i n g taken in this beauti ful scene, d ismounted 
and sank down to rest under a w i l l o w tree by the side of the lake . 
Presently a feeling took possession of h i m that he w o u l d l i k e to 
d r i n k some of the b l u i k w a t e r of the lake. He had some water in 
a flask w i t h h i m , but d id not feel inc l ined to d r i n k that , so t a k i n g 
his flask out of his pocket, he threw the water contained in i t a w a y , 
and fdled it from the lake. Then r a i s i n g it to his l ips , he took a 
copious draught . 

Immedia te ly a s l ight r ipple disturbed the surface of the lake , 
and there appeared the head and shoulders of a most beautiful 
m a i d e n w h o looked at the prince w i t h large eyes the colour of the 
water from w h i c h she rose, and beckoned to h i m w i t h one whi te 
a r m . 

W i t h o u t paus ing to consider if h is act ion might be rash, the 
prince plunged into the lake and t a k i n g hold of the maiden 's 
hand , sank d o w n , down into the blue depths. O n reaching the 
bottom he looked round in amazement , as w e l l he m i g h t ; for he 
w a s in a most beauti ful garden ablaze w i t h every k i n d of t ropica l 
flower a n d curious shrub. In front of his incredulous eyes tow e n d 
a wonderful c r y s t a l palace w h i c h , i n the b lu ish l ight , looked l ike 
a palace of ice. 

H i s guide, w i t h a pecul iar u n d u l a t i n g movement, preceded 
h i m into a large h a l l hung w i t h m y r i a d s of differently coloured 
l ights in the shape of phosphorescent fish. Then she turned 
towards h i m . A s the prince's eyes fell upon her, he noticed for the 
first t ime that the lower part of her body was unusua l , in that she 
had a sca ly t a i l in place of legs, the cause apparent ly of the 
s w a y i n g movement, F o r the rest, she had a th ick mass of dusky, 
cur ly ha i r f a l l i n g a lmost to the end of her t a i i ; her co lour ing was 
exquis i te , and long black lashes shaded her glorious blue eyes. 

The prince had just taken in these deta i l s , when the lovely 
being addressed h i m in dulcet accents. " I have been expect ing 
y o u , " she s a i d ; then she went on to te l l h i m how she had been 
transformed into a m e r m a i d by a fairy w h o w a s jealous oT her 
beauty ; that the spel l cou ld only be broken by a prince w h o w a s 
brave enough to undertake a n arduous, peri lous task for her sake. 

T h e prince e x c l a i m e d that he w o u l d undertake any task, 
however diff icult , for her s a k e ; upon hear ing this , the maiden 
conducted h i m to another room, and w h i l e he w a s be ing attended 
to by other mermaids , to ld h i m w h a t he w o u l d have to do i n 
order to r i d her of her t a i l . 

Brief ly this is w h a t she told h i m . He must go to another 
lake m a n y hundreds of mi les a w a y , where d w e l t the fairy who had 
l a i d the spel l upon her, cut off the fa iry ' s golden h a i r and b r i n g it 
to the maiden of the B l u e F a k e . T h e n she w o u l d make a w h i p of 
i t , that he might lash the t a i l three t imes, upon w h i c h that 
member w o u l d fa l l off, l e a v i n g in its place proper lower l imbs . 
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T h e prince declared lie would do a l l this , and nothing would 
satisfy h i m hut that he must start off a t once to the enchantress 's 
l ake . 

Accordingly, after the maiden had given him a pair of golden 
scissors and a flask of the blue water from the lake , w h i c h w a s to 
preserve h i m from the spells of the enchantress, he set out upon 
his journey, his feet being guided as by some unseen power. 

After h a v i n g t rave l led for m a n y days , he a r r i v e d at the 
shores of a dreary, grey lake. D r a w i n g out his flask, he took a 
draught of the water it conta ined, and boldly stepped into the lake. 
D o w n he sank, passing many strange, w e i r d things and a n i m a l s on 
the w a y , until he found himself confronted by a massive stone door. 

This opened at h i s touch, and he went through a h a l l u n t i l 
he came to a d i v a n upon w h i c h w a s reposing a maiden , whose 
golden tresses wrapt her round l ike a mant le . T h e maiden greeted 
h i m s m i l i n g l y and asked h i m upon w h a t errand he came. T h e 
prince w i thout a n s w e r i n g , stepped g u i c k l y forward , and w i t h t w o 
swi f t movements severed her h a i r from her head. 

T h e enchantress w i t h an angry cry , started forward to cast 
a spell upon h i m , but the prince threw the remainder of the blue 
water over her and she remained rooted to the spot, s tretching out 
her long w h i t e a r m s in bafiled rage towards h i m . 

M e a n w h i l e the prince rose to the surface of the lake and 
started to retrace h i s steps to the B l u e L a k e , guided by the same 
mysterious power as before, a n d c a r r y i n g the enchantress's ha i r 
w i t h h i m . 

In the same number of clays as it took h i m to go, he a r r i v e d 
at the L a k e once a g a i n , and upon reaching the bottom was greeted 
joy fu l ly by the maiden for w h o m he had dared a l l these things. 

A week elapsed before the w h i p of h a i r was completed, but 
at last it w a s finished and the maiden gave it into the prince's 
hands w i t h direct ions to s t r ike her fish's t a i l three t imes. T h e 
prince somewhat re luctant ly compl ied w i t h her orders, and lo ! 
upon the last stroke, her t a i l shr ive l led up and fell to the ground, 
l eav ing her s tand ing as n a t u r a l l y a n d easi ly as P r i n c e L a i r s t a r 
himself . 

( ) f course there w a s much embrac ing and discussion, the up­
shot of w h i c h was the maiden 's consent ing to leave her palace in 
the B l u e L a k e and marry the pr ince, after w h i c h they were to l i ve 
at the prince's palace. 

T h i s p lan was carr ied out to the letter. T h e prince and his 
beaut i fu l companion were welcomed r ight h e a r t i l y by Pr ince 
1 a i rs tar ' s subjects, w h o had despaired of ever finding h im and w h o 
were a l ready looking about for a new ruler. Needless to say, there 
was a grand wedding soon after the prince's return to his k ingdom. 
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A rather curious fact w o r t h recording is that a l though many 
expedit ions have been organised to discover the B lue L a k e , not a 
trace of i t is to be found throughout the whole forest. I t has 
s i m p l y disappeared ; whether into the earth or sky no one k n o w s 
to this day. B . M . F o r m I Y b . 

Only a Dream. 
After h a v i n g supper, and O h ! the tr i l le w a s so n i c e ! , a l l 

thoughts of homework left undone had quite departed. 1 went to 
bed in a very contented state of m i n d , pleased w i t h mysel f and the 
w o r l d in general . 

Next morn ing , however, my homework lay heavy on my 
m i n d , as I k n e w that English and F r e n c h not done meant trouble 
in store for me. I a r r i v e d seven minutes late , expect ing to be 
greeted w i t h a sight of the Head Prefect eager to w r i t e down my 
name.; but who should I see but Miss X s m i l i n g benignly at me ! 
" Pleased to see you " were the words which greeted me, 441 rea l ly 
thought that after last n ight ' s diss ipat ion you w o u l d have had 
half•an-houror SO e x t r a this m o r n i n g . " Jus t then another g i r l 
came in intending to dash past the place where the Prefect w o u l d 
be. She stopped with astonishment when Miss X ( a i l e d out, 
" ' Better late than never,' Nora . R u n a long now, both of you , as 
your teacher w i l l be w a i t i n g for y o u . " W e at once scutt led up­
sta irs as fast as we could , passing on the w a y several prefects w h o 
laughingly greeted us as we passed. A l l the g i r l s were w a l k i n g 
or running upstairs in any sort of a fashion, and not a word was 
being sa id to them. I could only t h i n k that a R e v o l u t i o n must 
have happened d u r i n g the n ight , or else the coa l s t r ike w a s f i l l ing 
everybody 's m i n d so much that everyth ing else w a s forgotten. 

W h e n w e reached our c lassroom, there was Mr. Y at the 
door s h a k i n g hands w i t h us a l l as w e passed. He hoped we had 
a l l had a good night 's rest, and were quite ready for an enjoyable 
day. T h e r e w a s a lovely, br ight fire burn ing and w e were told to 
arrange our desks around i t and make ourselves at home, w h i c h of 
course w e i m m e d i a t e l y d id . F r e n c h lesson began by Mr, V 
s a y i n g to us " D i d any of you find t ime to do the w o r k w h i c h w a s 
set for you last n i g h t . " Everybody had except t w o of us. 4 4 W e l l , " 
sa id Mr. Y, 4 4 T a k e your o w n t ime about i t . T h e r e ' s no need to 
hurry . A n y t i m e that suits you w i l l suit m e . " After this we 
decided we w o u l d not be surprised at anything happening, and , a t 
the end of hal f -an-hour we were told to put a w a y our books a n d 
take fifteen minutes rest before the next lesson. T h i s w a s not to 
be our p l a y t i m e ; merely an in te rva l of rest for the bra in . 

W h e n Maths lesson began we were a l l o w e d to decide w h a t 
was to be taken. A s opinions differed i t ended by our doing w h a t -
ever we l i k e d . In the middle of the lesson the old m a n and h i s 
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barrel organ came round as usual . W e were at once g iven 
permission to close our books and jo in in the songs we knew. 
W h e n the dance tunes were being played our desks were moved 
a w a y , and we had a few short dances ; but, best of a l l , when it 
came to the last tune 4 4 Nearer my G o d to T h e e " our master h i m ­
self jo ined in the s inging. W e scholars by common consent left 
off, in order that we might enjoy a solo by Mr. '/.. A t the end 
of the h y m n Mr. 'A k i n d l y gave us a l l a penny so that we might 
have the pleasure of seeing the ange l ic smi le on the old man's face 
as the coppers went s t reaming down to h i m . W e were much too 
hot and exci ted to continue Maths SO Mr. Z left us, to return a lew 
minutes later w i t h biscuits a n d lemonade. T h a t was by far the 
best Maths les>on we had ever had, a n d we were rea l ly quite sorry 
when p l a y t i m e came and we had to leave our cosy fire for ha l f -an-
hour. 

In the G y m n we were told that this was the beg inning of a 
new system by w h i c h every boy or g i r l was to be a l l o w e d to do 
e x a c t l y w h a t he or she wished. Those w h o cared for danc ing 
were to receive instruct ion every day in the G y m n ; those w h o 
l iked games were to be put under Miss (' 0. in the y a r d ; and 
those who preferred to stay in their o w n rooms might do so. T h i s 
arrangement included everybody in the school , and for half-an-
hour we experienced the p l a y t i m e of our l ives. A t the end of that 
tune we trooped upstairs " a s we had never done before," but as 
many and m a n y a t ime we w o u l d l ike to have done. 

( ) n reaching our class-rooms, instead of being told we were 
five minutes late, we were given five minutes to COO 1 ourselves and 
pu l l ourselves together. T h e next lesson was a Prep, for four of 
us and C h e m i s t r y for the rest. Mr. ) \o usua l ly took us for 
the Prep. , announced his intent ion of l e a v i n g us to ourselves. H e 
sa id he had come to the conclus ion that if the constra int of a 
master 's presence w a s removed we w o u l d do m u c h more a n d 
better w o r k . W e h e a r t i l y agreed w i t h h i m , and wished he had 
come to th is conclus ion some t ime ago. Le f t to ourselves we 
four sang, first of a l l , very soft ly, 4 4 He 's a j o l l y good fe l low, " and 
then for ful ly fifteen minutes taxed our brains to discover w h a t 
could be the cause of this great change for the better in the 
school. W e a r r i v e d at no satisfactory conclus ion, and so spent 
the remainder of the t i m e in t h i n k i n g of suggestions for s t i l l 
further improvement w h i c h we might put before the teachers. 
W re were deeply engrossed in a p lan w h i c h w a s to m a k e the 
school a perfect E l y s i u m when Mother's voice c r y i n g 4 4 T i m e to 
get u p " ca l led me to g r i m reality once more. A l a s ! and a l a c k ! 
it was only a dream. M.R . , Form V i a . 
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Tio Dunces—]S"il Desperandum. 
I can hear m a n y a n angry sniff of d i sda in as this t i t l e is 

read. " W h a t c h e e k ! " somebody says, " f a n c y dunces in the 
Stockton Secondary S c h o o l . " A n d another budding genius 
remarks to an a d m i r i n g comrade, " W h o ' s going to read that! 
Me a dunce ! " ( H i s g r a m m a r ' s a bit rocky a l l the same) . " You 
should hear me ra t t l e off props, and as for deductions they are 
as easy as f a l l i n g off a housetop." 

So a l l c lever scholars of the S.S.S. (and of course there are 
m a n y of you) don't read any further. 

W h e n a S u b - E d i t o r of " T h e S t o c k t o n i a n ' ' asked me to 
contr ibute something to the first number, I felt h ighly honoured 
and a l l the rest of i t , but about w h a t could I w r i t e ? T h a t was 
the question. A t last one of my sisters came to the rescue. 
W h a t gems sisters are , to be sure ! " W r i t e about dunces," she 
sa id . " S e e i n g you are one yourself, i t ought to come easy to 
y o u . " T h o u g h her words were not too pol i te , I accepted the 
proferred advice . 

Some t ime ago, as a sort of encouragement, I had given me 
a book ent i t led " C e l e b r a t e d D u n c e s " I n this vo lume Tom 
B r o w n sketches the l ives of cer ta in men, w h o in their school days 
were looked upon as hopeless dunces. L e t me te l l you of one of 
these men , my dear fel low-dunces ! 

I n 1762 A d a m C l a r k e was born. F r o m the very commence­
ment of his school life he was a confirmed dunce. N o t h i n g that 
entered his " c r a n i u m " stuck. T h e alphabet w a s mastered only 
after constant repet i t ion, a n d t ime and a g a i n the cane had to be 
brought into use to help on his studies. After some t ime had 
elapsed his father determined to teach h i m L a t i n . W i t h great 
diff iculty A d a m reached the conjugat ions of the verbs, but a las ! 
there he stuck fast. I n disgust he threw his g r a m m a r a w a y . By 
dire threats his father forced A d a m to continue his study of L a t i n , 
and from that t ime forward the " d u n c e " never stuck. H e had 
determined that he w o u l d not be the butt of his school- fe l lows ' 
jeers and taunts , and he never was . I n later years he was a poel 
and a n author , and gained the highest honours h i s Univers i ty 
cou ld offer. 

A d a m C l a r k e , as a boy, w a s not rea l ly s tup id , but he could 
not learn a n y t h i n g u n t i l he-knew the " w h y " and the " w h e r e ­
fore." I t is the same to-day. Many a boy is snubbed s i m p l y 
because he w a n t s to understand the reasons for the rules he is set 
d o w n to learn. 

Doubtless you are not sorry to learn that w a n t of space 
forbids me to say more, but it should be remembered that S i r 
W a l t e r Scott and S i r Isaac Newton were also considered dunces 
w h i l e at school. 
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So dunces, take h e a r t ! E v e r y o n e must try to learn , but for 
a l l of us (even the clever persons, w h o have read only as far as 
paragraph t w o , k n o w this) there are some subjects w h i c h seem a 
wretched bore and a waste of t ime for us to l earn . H o w e v e r , 
" every th ing in its p lace . " T h e very subjects, w h i c h w e n o w 
detest, m a y br ing us into prominence someday. W h o k n o w s ? 
E v e n in S.S.S. there m a y be second edit ions of A d a m C l a r k e , or 
budding S i r W a l t e r s ! I ) . U . X . 

Societies* 
A R T S A N D C R A F T S S O C I E T Y . 

W e of the A r t s Sect ion are w o r k i n g up considerable 
enthusiasm for our sketch books. W e are never a n y more to d r a w 
from copies but are to sketch flowers and butterflies (for summer 
is coming) when we see them. T h e n we are going to do w a t e r 
colours, and pen and ink w o r k . T h e c l i m a x of our a m b i t i o n is to 
do an o r i g i n a l d r a w i n g for the Magazine. I f they are a l l publ ished 
won't that be a n u m b e r ! ! 

T h e craftsmen are w o r k i n g v igorously in their quiet w a y . 
A l m o s t a l l forms of wood and meta l w o r k find adherents but fret­
w o r k is pr ime favourite. 

Photography is a t present dormant . This is of necessity in 
the w i n t e r since l ight is so essential to work . I t is to be hoped 
that more boys w i l l take up th i s most de l ight fu l hobby in the 
future, especial ly as quite good results are obta inable w i t h cheap 
mater ia l s , w h i c h do very w e l l to begin w i t h . Those w h o have 
b i r thdays in the spr ing are very l u c k y — Y e r b u m sapient i sa t i s est. 
'There seem to be some ardent col lectors especial ly phi la te l i s t s and 
numismat i s t s and some rare o ld puzzles have been handed in for 
identi f icat ion. I f one might offer a suggestion these col lect ions 
should be special ised. It requires a m i l l i o n a i r e (pounds not 
dol lars ) to m a k e a n y t h i n g l i k e a representative col lect ion of 
stamps or coins, but by devot ing energy to one country a n d 
frequenting out of the w a y shops a good deal c a n be done. 
R . Cros ier has an excel lent co l lect ion of dried leaves. 

W e do hope that the e x h i b i t i o n w i l l be held next term and 
we a l l mean to try for a prize. 

G I R L S ' L I T E R A R Y A N D D E B A T I N G S O C I E T Y . 

'This Society is i n the midst of w h a t has proved a n 
interest ing and successful season. A t the opening meet ing Miss 
Mac L e n n a n read a paper on " A v i s i t to G e r m a n y , " w h i c h w a s 
much enjoyed and w h i c h provoked a keen discussion a n d m a n y 
questions. S ince then fortnight ly meetings have been he ld , most 
of them occupied by debates, in w h i c h var ious problems, l i t e rary , 
m o r a l , a n d in te l l ec tua l have been discussed. 
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Minnie Ross , in g i v i n g a paper on the L i f e and W o r k s of 
T h o m a s Hood , provided a pleasant var ie ty . T h e poems, grave 
and gay, read in i l l u s t r a t i o n were much appreciated and some 
g i r l s were overheard to say that , l i t t l e as they expected i t , Hood's 
puns were better than their o w n . The last meet ing was devoted 
to the discussion of su i table careers for W o m e n T h e teaching of 
Domest ic Science, N u r s i n g , Medicine, H o r t i c u l t u r e , J o u r n a l i s m , 
D a i r y keeping, F e m a l e c lerkships , and Secretar ia l w o r k was 
considered and par t i cu la r s of the necessary t r a i n i n g , where it 
could be obta ined, w h a t it cost, a n d w h a t openings existed for 
women in the var ious departments , were g iven by var ious g ir l s . 

T h e r e are yet several interest ing evenings before us, but the 
C o m m i t t e e wishes to take th i s opportunity of t h a n k i n g a l l those 
who have, in any way, helped dur ing the session towards m a k i n g 
our meetings enjoyable, and to urge upon those w h o hi therto have 
been si lent members to seize the first opportunity of speak ing- - for 
that , after a l l , is the object of our Society. I f they w i l l only ask 
that V b g i r l , who was at length persuaded to voice an opin ion , 
a n d who could w i t h diff iculty be kept in her seat for the rest of the 
meet ing, they w i l l be told that noth ing is more del ightful than 
to stand and t a l k , w h i l e others sit and l isten. She only wishes she 
had discovered-that sooner. W e are proud of the fact that at one 
meet ing every one present spoke, but we w i s h that occurred 
oftener. S t i l l there is no doubt that many g i r l s have acquired an 
increased fac i l i ty in speaking, through the opportunit ies for 
pract ice they have had in School Debates. 

B O Y S ' L I T E R A R Y A X I > I ) F B A T I N G S O C I E T Y . 

It was thought h igh ly desirable in the interests of the boys 
of the School that a L i t e r a r y a n d D e b a t i n g Society should be 
formed. A t a meet ing of the boys of the F i f t h and S i x t h F o r m s 
this proposal w a s unanimous ly carr ied . Off ic ials h a v i n g been 
appointed, it was agreed to extend membership to boys of the 
F o u r t h F o r m s . T w o meetings of the Society were to be held each 
m o n t h , a n d debates were to be var ied w i t h l i t e rary subjects. 
Despite the somewhat late s tart , the Society is in a f lourishing and 
healthy condi t ion , and several interest ing and enjoyable evenings 
have been held. T h e r e w a s a good attendance at our first debate 
on the " D e s i r a b i l i t y of the R e p u b l i c a n F o r m of G o v e r n m e n t . " 
W i n n and Cohen supported the mot ion , w h i l e Green and A . 
W i l s o n led the opposit ion. Both sides argued w e l l , and there w a s 
no shortage of speakers. T h e motion was defeated by eight votes. 

The second debate w a s a great improvement on the first, in 
that the rules of debate were closely fol lowed. T h e subject, 
" S h o u l d the R a i l w a y s be n a t i o n a l i s e d ? " proved very popular . 
T h e af f irmative w a s taken by Osborne and H a r r i s , w h i l e F u n n e l l 
and Connors supported the negative. A spir i ted discussion 
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fo l lowed and it was pleasing to note that a good many Fourth 
F o r m boys took part . T h e motion was carr ied by a large 
m a j o r i t y . 

After the Christmas vacation we had a paper by H a r r i s on 
" T h e R i s e of the D r a m a . " T h e paper w a s very interest ing and a l l 
present enjoyed it w e l l . A hearty vote of thanks was accorded 
the speaker. 

A t our last meet ing we had a debate on " T h e Boy Scout 
Movement . " Y e r r i l l and T r o w s d a l e were ardent supporters of the 
movement, w h i l e T h o m a s and Weathere l l denounced it in no un­
certa in terms. T h e movement w a s condemned by the s m a l l 
m a j o r i t y of t w o voles. 

W e are l o o k i n g forward to several enjoyable discussions 
before the close of the session. C . .1. ()., Form V i a , 

Secretary. 

hard «Iork by the Sixth form. 
Q u i t e recently the S i x t h were left for a lesson w i t h o u t a 

teacher. O f course they did not make a noise, for fear of being 
thought undign i f i ed ; so they started to w r i t e poetry for the 
school Magazine. O n e i n d i v i d u a l suggested C h e m i s t r y as a f i t t ing 
subject for verse, because he sa id he had improved his vocabulary 
in descr ibing the smel ls that were made in the lab. T h e 
suggestion met w i t h approval, but no verses appeared for quite five 
minutes , a l though X . ate quite an inch of her penci l in t h i n k i n g . 
A t last Jones, A.s.s., had an i d e a ! H e had seen the f o l l o w i n g 
verse in a book : — 

" T h e boy stood on the r a i l w a y l ine 
X o r heard the engine squeal ; 
The dr iver took a l i t t le spade 

A n d scraped h i m off the w h e e l . " 

So he started : 
" T h e boy stood in the "chemmy" lab. , 

X o r heard the master 's " Cease ! " 
H e put some phosphorus on his hand . 
A n d now he rests in peace." 

H e w a s stopped here, however , by J . , w h o , seeing that he wore 
long ha i r , thought he knew w h a t poetry was. .1. sa id that poems 
needed an introduct ion and supplied the f o l l o w i n g : — 

" T a k e heed and l isten unto me, 
A l l ye w h o do pursue 
T h a t r i sky study. C h e m i s t r y , 
O r you w i l l surely rue . " 
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A g i r l n o w rose and began : — 
" N i t r e , sulphur, charcoa l , taper, 

, G i r l researcher, ful l of t r u s t : 
L a t e r on, the start led sweeper 
C r i e d , ' O w h a t a lot of d u s t ! * " 

T h e humour of this w a s beyond F o r m V I , so she exp la ined it 
t h u s : — 

" T h e r e came a burst of thunder sound. 
T h e g i r l , ( ) where w a s she ? 
A s k of the fragments a l l around 
T h a t h a l l of c h e m i s t r y . " 

T h e n l i t t l e W . went near the door and recited : — 
* A n d others too, I name no names, 

W h o d<> not know that tr ipod stands, 
W h e n heated long o'er bunsen flames, 
Are hot, have suffered blistered hands . " 

A s he finished, and was prepar ing to bolt, a French g r a m m a r just 
missed his head. R . J . can throw w e l l as a rule , but you see he 
had his r ight hand in bandages .—Another g i r l , whose name I 
must not d ivulge , now recited : — 

" B r e a k , break, break, 
Beakers and tubes every day : 
A n d I w o u l d that my tongue dare utter 
T h e things that I 'd l ike to say. 

( ) w e l l for the gleeful lab. boy, 
T h a t he laughs as he w r i t e s in his book ! 
O w e l l for the co lumns of entries, 
T h a t w o u l d scare a w e a l t h y old duke ! 

A n d my money goes s teadi ly on, 
T o the laboratory t i l l ; 
B u t O for the touch of a vanished coin 
A n d the sound of a c l i n k that is s t i l l ! 

F a y , - p a y , pay , 
T h e y gather my pennies w i t h glee, 
B u t the tender c h a r m of a coin that is gone, 
W i l l never come back to me . " 

She recited it as only g i r l s c a n recite, and the m o v i n g eloquence 
w i t h w h i c h she referred to the touch of the vanished coin w o u l d 
have melted the stoutest heart . After the orat ion , she dedicated 
the poem, to those who were s t u d y i n g " T e n n y s o n " for the 
O x f o r d L o c a l s . T h e a r r i v a l of a master at this point stopped 
the enterta inment . C . J . O . 
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TTbe Girls ' Social. 
T h i s year a new departure was made, when it was decided 

to have a party for a l l the g i r l s in the school ; and though grave 
doubts as to its success were entertained by most of the g ir l s , 
their fears were in nowise real ised. T h e r e w a s a very large turn­
out, and everybody present declared that the evening was rea l ly 
the jo l l iest they had ever spent at the school . 

T h e House C a p t a i n s and their committees were formed 
into a Decorat ion C o m m i t t e e to manage the decoration of the 
C e n t r a l H a l l , and when the company assembled at 6-30 a l l signs 
of w o r k had been obl i terated and the room had a very gay and 
festive appearance. Until 10 o'clock there was a c o n t i n u a l round 
of enjoyment, as a very del ightful programme had been arranged 
by a committee of the mistresses. T h e thanks of a l l the g i r l s 
present are due to this committee , who seemed to know as w e l l 
as the g i r l s themselves, e x a c t l y w h a t was wanted to ensure a 
happy e v e n i n g ; to the Decorat ion C o m m i t t e e whose labours 
clid so much to add to our pleasure in prov id ing a suitable 
s e t t i n g ; a n d to those w h o made their w o r k possible by lending 
decorations. 

D a n c i n g formed a much larger part of the programme than 
it had ever done before ; th is being due to the fact that at previous 
parties the boys could or would not dance, and had to be other­
wise catered for. Most of the g i r l s in the school are very fond of 
i t , and so polkas , wal tzes , barn dances, etc., were danced w i t h 
great zest by p r a c t i c a l l y everybody present. T h e h a l l was very 
ful l and careful steering was necessary, but it only added to the 
fun to try one's s k i l l in dodging. Several games caused m u c h 
merr iment , especial ly amongst the junior g i r l s . T h e s e were 
S t i c k - i n • the-Basket, C o r k s c r e w , J o l l y Mi l l e r , and a D u m b - b e l l 
R a c e . T h e latter was very e x c i t i n g indeed, as about seventy 
competitors entered for i t , and a l l very eager to w i n . T h o s e w h o 
were not r a c i n g were as eager as the competitors for the honour 
of the classes and Houses, and added to the fun and exci tement 
by cheering on the runners. W e have since heard te l l that the 
noise could be heard in Dovecot Street. T h e race was won by 
K l s i e W a l k e r , Y i n , w i t h E l s i e B i r k b e c k c o m i n g in second 

N o r a W a t s o n and C o r a B a r r entertained us very nicely 
when we were hot w i t h danc ing w i t h t w o songs ent i t led " T h e 
naughtiest g i r l of the s c h o o l " and " T h e song that reached my 
hear t . " Miss M c D e r m o t t k i n d l y accompanied the songs, a n d 
played the dance mus ic near ly a l l the evening. Miss Anderson 
t a k i n g her place at supper-t ime. Their efforts were much 
appreciated by a l l present. 
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T h e r e is s t i l l one t h i n g w h i c h must be mentioned, a n d that 
is the fancy costume w h i c h some of the g i r l s were w e a r i n g . I t is 
hard to say whether the c a p t i v a t i n g l i t t l e I r i s h g i r l , trie g ipsv 
maiden , the dark-eyed senorita , or w h i c h of the var ious characters 
represented took our fancy m o s t ; they were a l l so very pretty , a n d 
the only p i ty was that there were not more of them. Another 
year it is hoped everybody w i l l appear in fancy dress. 

Upstairs and Downstairs. 
When we returned from our Xmai racetion, we were rery tarry indeed 

to li'.'iru that Mr. Baldwin li:ul to undergo tlie Ulillg ordeal of an Operation. We 
rejoice, however, to know tdat he has made • rapid end satisfactory recovery. We 
welcome him again t<» our midst. 

T h e Now Birth of OUT Mnfmzino was too much for " Budding Poetess '* of 
F o r m . Hence tin's s p a s m : — 

" T h e School Mairazinc has come onoe n^ain : 
I ts advent cloth jjive , , s Jfrent pleasure, 

F o r when we an* tired of work or OUT frame, 
We just pick it up at our le isure . " 

T h e following notice is to l>e Keen poetod up over the alms-l>ox cloOB betide 
the main entrance of one of the most femoue oethedrali in the North of I t a l y : 

"Appele to Cheritable*. The Brothers, so-called, of Mercy ask 
Blender a r m s for the hospital T h e y harbour all kinds of 
diseaeee, and here no respect to religion." 

T h i s is pretty fair, hut yet hardly equal to the F r e n c h of and 
in Form . 

T h e following excuse for absence was received by the F o r m Master of F o r m 

Dear Sir . 
K i n d l y excuse (' having been absent yesterday 

as he fell in the mud on the way to school. By doio^r the same, 
you will oblitre, etc. 

S p r i n g has come T h i s is evident from the outburst of poetry fan F o r m s 
V i a and b. T w o panegyriofl " i i tli«' respective merits of the rival F o r m s have been 
received- We quote extracts, of the French of V i a — t h e poet? speaks in the 
following moving needs: 

"' It is not spoken quite as in Paris . 
Not evun by the renowned ." 

o f the •agHofa we bear t h n t — 
•* < >ur Compoeh ions he leemi to deaniea 

A n d gives us but ' o * for our very best f r ies . " 
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F R O M C L A S S R O O M A M > C O K K I H O B — 

K x i i n c i From Kssay on Hilton 
'* Milton married Mary Powell- 11• - lived with her not long, as she did 

not like tin- solitude which he conducted. Kvidcntly the died at her f a t h e r s house, 
where she had been stay in«r for sonic time. Milton then wrote Paradise Lost, for which 
he received five |>ounds. He apt in married a lady and wrote Pannli.se Refrained.'" 

A T H I S T O R Y : — 

" . lames I died of Arjrue. ' ' 

" Q u e e n K l i / a U ' t h s faiee was thin and |>ale hut she was a stout Protestant ." 

" C a r d i n a l VYolsey died in the train on the way to the sraffold." 

A T S C I K N C K : 

" (Jra\n is that which, if then were none, we would all fly uwa\' 

" I f the nil- contains more than 100 per cent, of carbolic acid it is injurious 
to h e a l t h . " 

\ DRILL I 
" A t t e n t i o n ! elbows on shoulders Go!" 
And they went into tits of laujrhti-r. 

'* Left f«M)t one pact- to the right —March ! " 
And t hey marehed. 

Laugblets. 
A school teacher w h o had been t e l l i n g the story of D a v i d , 

ended w i t h , " A l l this happened over three thousand years ago." 
A s m a l l boy, w i t h eyes w i d e open w i t h wonder, sa id after much 
thought, " O h my ! w h a t a good memory you've got." 

Johnny (aged four) :-- " B o x of canary seed, please.'* 

G r o c e r : — " Y e s , my l i t t le chap. F o r your mother, I 
suppose." 

Johnny ( i n d i g n a n t l y ) : — " No indeed, it 's for my l i t t l e b i rd ie . " 

TThc JMessage of the Snowdrop. 
I t ' s just a s imple l lower, 
I n quite a shady bower, 
B u t the message that it brings 

Is the sweetest ever heard. 
I t speaks of happy hours, 
O f buds and leaves and (lowers, 
( ) f heaven's blue, and sunshine too, 

A n d the c h i r p i n g of the b i rd . 
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JVIcn of JVIarh. 

Mr. K. Harper , 
B.Sc., when a t school , 
possessed a retiring 
and modest disposi­
t ion . H e a l w a y s 
displayed an intense 
desire for the acquisi­
tion of knowledge, 
and as he w a s a boy 
of marked a b i l i t y , he 
experienced l i t t l e 
diff iculty in dis­
t inguish ing h imse l f 
in the var ious sub­
jects taught in school. 

I le proceeded to 
N o t t i n g h a m Univer­
sity Col lege on 
l e a v i n g s r h o o l , w here 
he cont inued his 
studies in Mathe­
mat ics , Mechanics , 
a m i Phys ics . W h i l e 
at Nottingham he 
w a s successful in 
carrying off the prizes 
a w a r d e d for Phys ics 
a t the end of both 
years of h i s sojourn. 
A t the London B.Sc. 
e x a m i n a t i o n held in 

October of last year, he was placed in the isi Division. W e 
congratulate our O . B . Mr. Harper , and w i s h h i m a happy a n d 
prosperous future. 

W e are pleased to record the f o l l o w i n g : — 

Mr. A . F . Pescod gained the d i s t inct ion of being placed at 
the top of the l ist in Mechanica l D r a w i n g , a n d Mr. G . R . E l l i o t t 
at the top in C h e m i s t r y , at the Michae lmas Term e x a m i n a t i o n s 
at A r m s t r o n g Col lege . Mr. E l l i o t t was a lso placed in the i s t 
1 ) iv i s ion for Phys ics . 

Mr. W . B r c w i s and Mr. A . F i n c h obtained the B .Sc . Degree 
of London University a t the last e x a m i n a t i o n . 
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Mr. A . Dee established a record for O . B . ' s last session by 
passing the f o l l o w i n g B o a r d of E d u c a t i o n e x a m i n a t i o n s : — 
Mathematics , Stages I I I . a n d V , i s t c l a s s : P r a c . Mathemat ics , 
Stage I I , i s t c l a s s : Mechanics of Sol ids , Stage I I . i s t c l a s s ; 
Mechanics of F l u i d s , Stage I I , ist ( l a s s ; T h e o r . Inorg. C h e m i s t r y , 
Stage I I , i s t c l a s s ; P r a c . I n o r g . C h e m i s t r y , Stage I I , i st ( l a s s : 
T h e o r . O r g . C h e m i s t r y , Stage I , i s t c l a s s ; Heat , Stage I I , i st 
c l a s s ; E i g h t , Stage I I , i s t c l a s s ; Sound, Stage I I , i s t c l a s s ; and 
Magnetism and E l e c t r i c i t y , Stage I I , ist ( l a s s . 

The Board of E d u c a t i o n , in v i r tue of his success, offered him 
a Free Studentship at the R o y a l Col lege of Science, L o n d o n , but 
he elected to w a i t another year , ami it is expected that he w i l l 
even beat his o w n record at the forthcoming e x a m i n a t i o n s i n 
May. W e w i s h h i m every success 

W e are pleased to hear from Adeline H ibber t , w h o is a t 
present in T o u r c o i n g , in the North of France. She enjoys her 
life there very m u c h , but occas ional ly wishes she cou ld see 
Stockton a l i t t l e more frequently. 

Several g i r l s w h o left school (mite recently were present at 
the G i r l s ' P a r t y . A m o n g them were E l s i e Scotson, L a u r a 
R o b i n s o n , Dorothy F a w c e t t , and Norah A t k i n s o n . T h e y seemed 
to enjoy being back amongst us, and we were del ighted to hear 
how they were gett ing on. 

W e are pleased to record the success of E i l e e n O r d i s h , who 
after a year 's study in F r a n c e , entered the R o y a l H o l l o w a y 
Col lege , Surrey . She has been successful in passing the Inter­
mediate A r t s E x a m i n a t i o n . Her sister Mabel a t Eas ter , 1911, 
passed the E n t r a n c e E x a m i n a t i o n for, and became a student i n , 
the Y o r k s h i r e School of Cookery and Domest ic E c o n o m y a t 
Leeds. 

O u i t e a number of our " O l d G i r l s " are at present s t u d y i n g 
in the var ious T r a i n i n g Col leges. N e l l i e Dowse, C h r i s t i n a 
Donkin, and F l o r r i e G i l l entered D a r l i n g t o n T r a i n i n g Col lege in 
1910; w h i l e the f o l l o w i n g year Maude C a s w e l l and H a r r i e t 
Pearson commenced their t r a i n i n g . 

Severa l of our g i r l s are s t u d y i n g at D u r h a m , and we were 
pleased to hear that one and a l l enjoy college life very m u c h . 

It is very g ra t i f y ing to k n o w that the reputat ion of the 
school is be ing upheld, for several of the highest places have been 
secured by our " O l d G i r l s . " 

W e hope " T h e S t o c k t o n i a n " w i l l form a l i n k between our 
O l d Boys a n d G i r l s and the school, and we take this opportunity 
of w i s h i n g them a l l every success and prosperity. 
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Rome Life in Denmark. 
Not long ago several friends from D e n m a r k pa id us a v i s i t , 

and from tl iem I learned several very interest ing things about 
their nat ive l and . I thought it m i g h t interest the readers of 
" T h e S t o c k t o n i a n " to hear something of the " D a i r y F a r m of 
E u r o p e . " 

Denmark is a country general ly associated in our m i n d s 
w i t h butter, and w i t h those old v i k i n g s whose sk ins the Ang lo-
Saxons na i led to the church doors in the days when they prayed 
in the L i t a n y , " F r o m the fury of the Norsemen, good L o r d 
del iver us . " 

Y e t Denmark produces other things besides butter, and its 
interna l government approaches more nearly to the U t o p i a n 
standard than that of any other country In Copenhagen the 
people are abandoning many of their nat iona l habits , but in the 
provinces amongst the tanners we find the true character i s t ics of 
the I )ane. 

Home life is a sacred t h i n g in D e n m a r k a n d famil ies love 
to be together. F a r m e r s enterta in a great deal , and it is no 
uncommon th ing , especial ly at C h r i s t m a s t ime, for a par ty of a 
hundred or more to assemble and d r i n k innumerable cups of coffee 
before p a r t a k i n g of a sumptuous dinner. 

It is s a id that there is no other country where so m u c h is 
drunk. E a r l y breakfast usua l ly consists of t w o or three cups of 
del ic ious coffee. T h e n comes dinner at about twelve , after w h i c h 
i t is usual to take another cup. T e a usua l ly accompanies the 
evening mea l , but as often as not, another cup of coffee is handed 
round before bed-time. T h u s coffee is an important beverage in 
every household. 

Danes are very courteous to one another as w e l l as to 
strangers. After a meal it is the custom for guests, as w e l l as for 
the chi ldren of the house, to shake hands w i t h the heads of the 
fami ly , say ing , " T a k for m a d " ( thanks for the m e a l ) , w h i l e to 
each other they say, " ve lbekomme " (good digest ion) . T h e 
voungest ch i ldren have these duties to perform. D a n i s h chi ldren 
are fair and pretty, but the different colours in their dress are 
sometimes not very becoming. T h e y wear striped stockings and 
v i v i d l y coloured dresses. D a n i s h ch i ldren " g r o w u p " sooner 
than E n g l i s h ch i ldren . G i r l s put up their ha i r when they leave 
school a t fourteen or fifteen, and boys are then a l l o w e d to smoke 
cigars . Conf i rmat ion ends their chi ldhood. T h i s is a great 
event. A large party is held in honour of the event and the g i r l 
or boy receives a number of presents. 
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It is always interest ing to hear something of the food of 
other countries. D a n i s h cooking is excel lent . C r e a m a n d eggs 
are very cheap, and therefore form two of the chief factors in the 
people's food. Rec ipes in D a n i s h cookery books often begin w i t h , 
" T a k e the yo lks of twenty- four eggs and beat them up w i t h four 
pints of c r e a m . " F r u i t dishes are in great request, and appear on 
the table a t a lmost every m e a l , especial ly in summer, and 
vegetables are cooked in a great var iety <>f ways . Soups of a l l 
k inds are served very frequently, and the Danes have nearly a 
dozen kinds of porridge from oatmeal porridge to w h a t they c a l l 
" f r u i t porr idge." E v e r y stranger a t once fal ls in love w i t h the 
D a n i s h or S c a n d i n a v i a n sandwiches . T h e s e are made w i t h only 
one sl ice of buttered bread, on w h i c h is spread quite a var iety of 
delicacies . 

T h e nat iona l beverages besides coffee are beer and coffee-
punch. B r a n d y is drunk more than any other sp i r i t , and in the 
country the mead of the ancient v i k i n g s is s t i l l popular. The 
n a t i o n a l toast is " s k a a l , " a word said by some to be formed from 
the first letters of the words, " S u n d h e d , K o a l i g h e d . og L i k k e , " 
meaning hea l th , love and happiness. H . J . , F o r m Y I A . 

School Sports. 
F< M i T B A LL, 

Tin- begnuneej of tin- seaoosi wee onoeeBecjisej from every point of view 
except one, namely, that of the recall of the Bret two matchee. That ere were 
defeated <>-l a! home by IfaVllcotan' lliirh School 2ml X I . and 6-0away be Byhope 
Secondary School is. however, a minor detail, for I»<»t11 Biatcbee Weie t horotijrhly 
enjoyed and well contested, indeed it will be a long time before we forget the 
ftyhope match; the Held wae in an espooed situation and wat swept with hail and 
torrents of ruin by a s trong north-east wind. At the elose of the game, tea WUH 
provided and a very pleasant time was s|>ciit. A f t e r this match, the Sehool top 111 
improved wonderfully, as is shown by the faet that it was only defeated 2-1 at 
M iddleshro' by the Middleshro' Hiirh Sehool Old Hoys, a verv strong combination 
of big heavy lads. T h e next mateh was with Ayton Friends* School, at A y t o n . and 
af ter scoring the first goal we were beaten by the odd goal in three. In our home 
match with Coatham ( i r a m m a r Bohool we again had to acknowledge • 2-1 defeat, 
lint a week later we defeated Barnard Castle School 2nd X I by 2 goals to love. 
T h i s victory was well deserved for the Barnard Cast le team was outplayed, and up 
to 1111> point o u r o\ team had kept on Struggling in Spite of defeats. 

Another home match took place with Bode CoUQgiatO School , who won hv 
4 goals to 2, chiefly on account of superior s|»eed and deadly shooting at goal. 

After each of these three home matches the visit ing teams were entertained 
to tea J i t the school. Everybody present at the teas had a most enjoyable time, 
and all agree that a tea is I splendid tinisli to ; i match. 

We were unfortunate at this period in having three return matches can­
celled, for we were looking forward to them with great pleasure. In the return 
match with Middleshro' I I . S. Old Boys we won easily by b' goals t o 1 . the Opposing 
team paying the penalty of turning out without a full complement of players . 

Againet lliddleebro1 I I . s . 2ml X I in our return fixture we were 
unfortunate in being defeated by the odd goal in seven. 
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In place of the postponed mntoh with Bernard Castle, Mr. Nicholson 
arranged e match between the School and an XI consisting of Old Boys. T h e 
game, from our point of Hew, was perhaps the best of the season. T h e score S S J 
10-4 for the school, hut all enjoyed the game so much that extra time was played. 

Tlit* record for school matches i s : 
(J on Is 

Played Won Lost D r a w n F o r Against 
10 8 7 0 27 80 

HOCKEY. 

O w i n g to the had state of the weather this se;ison. it has been impossible to 
have as much practice, as is both desirable ami necessary. T h e play is somewhat 
improved, though there is still great need for improvement. T h e forwards bare yet 
to learn in the first place to keep their places, and secondly to pass to each other, 
ami not to hit Straight in front of them. T h e halves will not remember to pass out 
to the wings, but usually insist on centring the ball . T h e s;inie f a u 11 also lies with 
the backa. T h i s chiefly applies to the younger forms. The 1st XI are yet very 
much wanting in combination, but this is chiefly owing to want of practice, a fault 
that can be remedied only by practice. 

T h e forwards are very much wanting in " dash ami (pu'ekness " ami often 
fail to shoot when in the circle. Thev must also learn not to lie afraid of running 
into the opposing backs. The great fault of the halves and backs is that thev fail 
to mark their forwards sufficiently. However a very keen spirit is shown through­
out all the practices and the team have all worked their very hardest in the matches. 
But we want to aim at a high standard and to make the Stockton Secondary School 
Hockey T e a m invincible. Although we have not managed to win al l our matches 
this season, yet we are not downhearted and are determined not to be beaten once 
next season. 

We have been unable to play any House matches this term so far owing to 
the bad State Of weather, hut expect to play all oft before the end of term. 

T h e results of the outside matches are as f o l l o w s : — 

(Jreat Avton . . . home lost 8-0 
Do." away lost 641 

Middlesbro' High School home won 18-0 
Loft us Ladies a way lost 2-1 

( I n this match we played one short) 
Hartlepool 
Middlesbro' High School 

home won 0-0 Hartlepool 
Middlesbro' High School a way won 5-0 

Unfortunately We have been obliged to scratch three or four matches. 

No girl has yet gained her hockey colours, but it is hoped some one w i l l . 
before the end of the season. They are difficult to gain, but for that reason they 
are the more worth having. 

SKETCH OP s.s.s. SOCKET TEAM. 
T h e school Hockey T e a m is composed chiefly of comparatively small girls , 

but what they lack in size they make up for in enthusiasm. 

E l s i e Walker, who plays outside left, is one of the smallest girls in the 
School. She is well known as '* Little but good.'' and her t r icky w a y s have often 
got the better of a sturdy back, of almost twice her size. Strange t<> say. her 
opponents are afraid of Klsie that is. afraid t hat they may knock her down [ o r 
mistake her for the bal l . ] Her partner on the left wing is E l s i e Hart, who is 
one of the most ardent hockey players in the school. 
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Next o u i i c s ..in- wonderful centre-forward, Miss Brothers, whose fame 
as a goal eoorei' must have reached everybody's ears. What we would do without 
her we do not like to think. On her riirlit is flary Foggin, a Splendid runner, 
and one who never misses an Opportunity to shoot at goal. She is a real dash-
ahead with might and mam sort of 1 player, and with the help of Winnie 
Stewart, who plays outside right, does some splendid forward work. Winnie has 
often I M M I I heard to declare that she cannot play hockey because she is afraid of 
the ball. If this is true it is a curious fact that in most tussles with her opponent 
for the ball Winnie will not let it lie taken from her. We are beginning to think 
that she does not a l w a y s speak the truth. 

Next comes the half-back line, which on account of its si/.e looks much 
more formidable than the forwards. I'ir-t comes Queenie Plummer, one of the 
biggest girls in the school. For as long as we can remember Queenie has played 
left half and the team would seem very strange without her. as she is one of the 
steadiest and most careful players in the school. T h e centre half. M i n n i e Ross, 
is also a tall girl who has the proud distinction of being able to gather more mild 
on her person than all the rest of the team put together. T h e remaining half 
back is Hilda Prest, quite I new player. She i~ a splendid hitter and is not 
afraid to tackle even the biggest and heaviest of players, more often than not, 
getting the better of them. Hilda has reason to be proud of the fact that she was 
MM first player to be mentioned for good play in the matches. T h i s fact speaks 
for itself. 

Poppy Harper ami Sallle Osborne, the team's two staunch backs, are 
both smal l , but very strong. Poppy, who has played longer for her team than any 
one alee, aleo captains it. and is as proud of it as the team is of its captain. Poppy 
ami Sallie are thoroughly reliable hacks, ami very strong hitters. It is not very 
often that the opposing forwards manage to pass them. When thev do so there is 
always Lena ^pooner guarding the goal, and Lena really htu saved some 
wonderful shots. She is a splendid goalkeeper and seldom makes a mistake. 

T h e fact that the school has scored about twice as many goals as its 
opponents s | M ' a k s well for both its forwards and defence, and Stockton Secondary 
School has reason to he proud of its Inn-key team. 

Athletics. 
BY. A W O U L D - B E A T H L E T E . 

Athletics are very serviceable to all . but more especially to those of the 
stronger sex who adapt themselves to the opportunities afforded at school for 
athletics. S p e a k i n g for the teams I may say that we a l w a y s have been triers if not 
victors. We have a l w a y s tried to play a clean honest game, and have a l w a y s 
succeeded But as football just now holds sway. I may as well acquaint you with 
those, who are doing their best to uphold the honour of the School on the football 
field. 

(1) O u r first line of action is that redoubtable y o u n g custodian. S N O W D O N . 
who while being B goalie of repute, might also make a decent punster in time to 
come. P lays a good game and deserves our best thanks. 

(2) Our eeoond line of defence begins willi a liiighl hahwd youth, by name, 
H O W I E , who a l w a y s plays a good game, tackles fearlessly and kicks well . A 
decent back under all c ircumstances . 

(3) L A . M P L I ' O H completes our stalwart full back line. T h i s is he. who 
a l w a y s playing a fine game, is ever ready to stop a rush, as he is to dribble 
through and have a pop at goal. T r u l y a sterling defender. 
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I l l O u r half hack line liegins with our respected captain CHARLIE 
OSBORNE, a really great half hack ; a fearless tackier and no mean dribblerj makes 
up for his size in the Sterling quality of his play. 

(.">) WINN, a good centre half, who, as well as being I good defender, dearly 
loves his occasional long pot at goal. A l w a y s plays a good game. 

(6) Diminutive BIRCB concludes our last harrier of defence A fearless left 
half, who plays a line consistent g a m e ; a l w a y s ready to feed a forward, as he is to 
tackle an opponent 

(7) Now begins our at tacking line. Outside right is one PHILLIPS, the 
renowned little Russell Street sprinter, who is very keen on his game at outside 
right. Initiates many dazzling little runs, ending up with a neat little centre, which 
i - usually turned to good account. 

(H) Inside right is NICHOLSON, who plays a line game, hut has not had the 
beei of lack this season, being for a long time on the sick list. I ' sual ly plays a 
decent gene, dribbling and centring with great precision, and at a l l times a decent 
shot. 

(9) At centre forward we have COHEN who has proved to l>e the school's 
most prolific goal scorer. l i e works well , feeds his wings well, dribbles well , ami 
usiiallv ends up a good concerted movement of the attack, by shootimr a brilliant 
gotd. IMavs a Bne consistent game. 

(KM Inside left is IfxcLENNAN, a sturdy Sedgelield youngster, who 
dribbles finely, parts with the hall Unerringly, and is a reiy decent shot at all times. 

( 1 1 ) Outside left is S M I T H , who has a l w a y s tried to help the team on to 
further success I ' lavs a passable game, generally dribbling well , passing well at 
his inside man. but more often putting in some good centres, those put-me-into-
the net, kind id' centres, l i a s played in all positions on the forward line this season. 

Now as you know our football team, you might as well know that we have 
always been triers, if not a l w a y s victors 

So much for foot hall ; now for ot her at Met ics. I do not think that we have 
ever been really strong at cricket | and swimming is not taken up with too great 
enthusiasm. T h e noble art of natation, should be more greatly encouraged in 
future, and we should soon have a decent sw imming company, may be a gida at the 
end of the season, wholly by ouselvee. T h e inability to hold s w i m m i n g practices 
at school, m.'iv keep us back ; but who knows, that at some future time, close tit hand, 
we may hear of some suggested beginning of the much talked-of school haths. 

We are not very strong at sprint ing and si ichdike outdoor exercises, hut we 
may with practice, gain considerable skill in running, etc.. against the coming 
School sport x. 

DAME RUMOUR S A Y S : — 
T h a t one of the school ha l f -backs lie is very s m a l l and tree­

l ike has been approached by the 'Borough. 

T h a t he is not on the transfer l i s t . 

That h is smi le is perpetual , but very a n n o y i n g to beaten 
opponents. 

T h a t V a are s t u d y i n g the flora, fauna, and tautology of var ious 
countr ies . 

T h a t the B o y s ' R e d House w i l l w i n a m a t c h soon (at least they 
hope so). 
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Our prize Competitions. 
O u r compet i t ion is d iv ided into four sections. 

Sect ion I — L i m i t e d to pupi l s of 15 and over. 
„ I I — „ ., „ 13 and under 15. 
„ I I I — „ „ under 13. 
,, I V — F o r the whole school. Age w i l l be taken into 

considerat ion in a w a r d i n g the prize. 
O n e prize w i l l be a w a r d e d in each section, and we hope 

that as m a n y as possible w i l l make an effort to w i n the prize. 
C o m p e t i t i o n I — T h e best parody, dea l ing w i t h a school subject, 

on Tennyson ' s " C h a r g e of the L i g h t B r i g a d e . " 
Competition I I — T h e best essay, not exceeding 500 words , on 

your favourite character in Dickens . 
C o m p e t i t i o n I I I — T h e best o r i g i n a l design d r a w n w i t h ruler a n d 

compasses. 
C o m p e t i t i o n I V — T h e best o r i g i n a l pen and ink sketch su i table 

for the School Magazine. 

N O T I C E T O C O M P E T I T O R S . 
1 — A l l w o r k handed in must be done by the p u p i l . 
2— E n t r i e s must be addressed " C o m p e t i t i o n s " and put into the 

C o n t r i b u t i o n B o x not later than May i s t . 
3 — T h e y must have the name and age of the sender. 
4 — Compet i tors must w r i t e on one side of the paper only . 

W r i t i n g and general neatness w i l l be considered in a w a r d i n g 
the prizes. 

5— T h e results w i l l be publ ished in the Midsummer issue of the 
Magazine. 

School JVews. 

H O U S E R E P O R T S ( B O Y S ) . 

T h e Houses in general are pleased w i t h their appearance on 
the field, a n d th ink they should be photographed in their House 
jerseys and whites . B y the w a y one or t w o are not w h i t e s but 
soon w i l l be, now that each admires the other. A l l b e w a i l the 
miserable attendance of supporters. T h e teams have worked 
hard , a n d i t is d i sappoint ing to have no friends to congratulate 
on success a n d condole w i t h defeat. Indeed one or t w o parents, 
who are a l w a y s welcomed, seem the keenest supporters. 

T h e Green House are jus t ly proud of their footbal l pre­
eminence. T h e y have been defeated only once i n t w o seasons i n 
house matches. T h e y regret that they have lost their house 
secretary, C . J . Dresser, w h o w a s no mean goaler, a n d H . M. 
1 [a r r i s , w h o w a s a useful member of committee . 



28 '• The Stocktonian" S.SS. Magazine. 

T h e B l u e House are second on the table a t present. T h e y 
point w i t h pride to their p romis ing youngsters, whose a n t i c 
enthusiasm is de l ight fu l as w e l l as useful. T h e y hope m u c h in 
the future from B i r c h and P h i l l i p s . 

I t is rumoured that the B r o w n House have a member w h o 
receives i d . for every goa l he scores. T h e y ought to be top of 
the table. Other houses please copy (but whence come the 
pennies?) Near ly every F o r m is represented in the B r o w n House 
team ; F o r m I V A is p a r t i c u l a r l y useful. T h e i r c a p t a i n , Osborne, 
is the school c a p t a i n , a n d to h i s herculean w o r k for house a n d 
school he adds the super lat ive mer i t of a l w a y s p l a y i n g a most 
gent lemanly game ; no s m a l l opponent is ever a f ra id to t a c k l e 
h i m . 

T h e R e d House are undoubtedly pess imist ic (see table) . 
T h e y have also lost their c a p t a i n , J . Leader . T . W e t h e r e l l has 
been elected to succeed h i m . T h e y hope m u c h from the cr icket 
season. 

T h e table g iven is necessari ly incomplete . 

H O U S E T A B L E . 
(iame- played Won Drawn Goali for Goalt ai:>t. Points 

Green .. 4 4 o o 20 6 8 
B l u e . 5 3 2 o *7 18 6 
B r o w n 5 2 3 O 14 16 4 
R e d .. 4 o 4 o I 2 23 0 

H O U S E R E P O R T , ( G I R L S ) . 

T h e report for the Houses must of necessity be far from 
interest ing this term. 

T h e chief interest w a s to have centred round the House 
Matches, none of w h i c h have as yet been played o w i n g to the ra in 
a n d snow and the consequent bad condit ion of the field. 

T h e R e d House are the present holders of the H o c k e y Medal 
but the other houses are very eager to become holders for the 
c o m i n g year ; so that it is quite probable that the R e d House w i l l 
have something of a struggle i f they w i s h to remain v ictors . T h e 
House Matches are a l l to be p layed this term. 

Most of the g i r l s are a l ready look ing forward to the summer 
term in order that arrangements m a y be made for p icnics , etc. 

T h e House Mistresses hope that the g i r l s w i l l turn up in 
large numbers to the House Matches in order to encourage their 
o w n players . A l s o the House Mistresses w o u l d be pleased i f the 
g i r l s in their houses w o u l d m a k e a greater effort to a t tend the 
general house meetings. 




